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To  the.  Chairman  and  Menihe.rs  of  the  Public  HeaUh  a,nd  Health 
Services  Committee: 


Mx.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of 
the  County  Borough  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
for  the  year  1951. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  civilian  population  at 
30th  June  was  106,800.  The  1951  Census  population  was  106,605. 

The  birth  rate  showed  a  further  decline  and  was  18.1  births  per 
1,000  of  the  population,  but  it  is  still  above  the  average  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  and  for  the  large  towns. 

The  death  rate  also  fell  slightly  and  was  12  8  per  1,000.  This  is 
very  little  above  the  average  for  the  country  generally  but  below 
the  average  for  the  large  towns.  The  zymotic  death  rate  amounted 
to  only  0.04  per  1,000.  It  is  the  lowest  death  rate  from  infectious 
diseases  ever  recorded  in  the  town  and  for  the  fifth  successive  year 
there  have  been  no  deaths  from  whooping  cough. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  39  per  1,000  births  as  compared  with 
37  per  1,000  during  1950.  The  premature  baby  service  which  began 
three  years  ago  has  already  reduced  the  number  of  deaths  among 
premature  babies.  There  were  42  of  these  babies  born  and  nursed 
at  home.  Of  these  39,  or  93  per  cent.,  survived  more  than  28  days. 
Thirteen  other  babies  who  were  born  at  home  were  so  feeble  that 
they  were  admitted  to  hospital  where  six  survived.  Premature 
babies  are  nursed  at  home  by  specially  trained  midwives  in  a  special 
‘‘premature  baby  unit”  supplied  by  the  Public  Health  Department. 
The  results  are  excellent. 

For  the  first  time,  I  have  to  report  that  there  were  no  deaths  from 
diphtheria  and  there  were  only  three  cases  notified.  59  per  cent,  of 
the  children  under  five  years  of  age  have  been  immunised  but  this 
is  not  enough.  It  is  estimated  that  at  least  75  per  cent,  of  the  children 
should  be  immunised  before  their  first  birthday,  preferably  at  the 
age  of  about  eight  months,  if  outbreaks  of  diphtheria  are  to  be 
prevented.  If  less  than  75  per  cent,  are  protected  there  may  be  a 
return  of  outbreaks — there  have  been  a  few  sharp  reminders  of  this 
possibility.  Few  parents  now  have  any  direct  knowledge  of  the 
disease  and  fewer  still  have  any  first  hand  experience.  This  may  make 
them  mistakenly  believe  that  -it  has  almost  been  got  rid  of  or  un¬ 
mindful  of  the  dangers. 
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With  i*egar(i  to  tuberculosis,  there  was  a  small  increase  in  the 
number  of  cases  notified  but  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  number 
of  deaths.  The  death  rate  from  this  disease,  0.39  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  is  the  lowest  recorded  in  the  County  Borough. 

Cancer  caused  233  deaths,  17  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths.  While 
improved  diagnostic  methods  may  have  some  bearing  on  the  increase, 
it  should  be  remembered  that  there  are  very  many  more  people 
living  at  the  ages  at  which  cancer  attacks.  Thirty  years  ago  the 
average  age  at  death  from  all  diseases,  was  just  over  37  years,  today 
it  is  nearly  63  years. 

Since  December,  1930,  when  the  first  unhealthy  area  (Thames 
Street)  was  represented  22  areas  of  varying  sizes  have  been  dealt 
with  under  the  Housing  Acts.  In  all  3,219  families  have  been 
removed  from  the  slum  areas  and  rehoused.  There  are  still  several 
areas  comprising  about  3,500  families  which  ought  to  be  dealt  with. 
Some  of  the  areas  are  in  an  advanced  state  of  dilapidation  and 
wretchedness  and  should  be  treated  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  but  for  the  last  war  most,  if  not  all,  of  the 
unhealthy  areas  would  now  have  been  cleared. 

The  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  including  the  preparation 
of  schedules  of  the  unhealthy  areas,  has  been  carried  out  with 
efficiency  and  with  the  minimum  of  friction. 

The  Health  Services  under  Part  HI  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  have  functioned  well  throughout  the  year,  and 
while  it  would  be  invidious  to  draw  comparisons  1  must  mention 
the  work  of  the  South  Shields  District  Nursing  Association  whose 
nurses  paid,  with  great  acceptance,  nearly  44,000  visits  during 
the  year.  Many  of  the  patients  had  been  treated  in  hospital  and 
the  work  of  the  nurses  must  .  have  relieved  the  pressure  on 
hospital  beds. 

The  midwifery  service,  consisting  of  20  midwives,  has  given  the 
greatest  satisfaction  not  only  in  the  homes  but  by  the  ante-natal 
and  post-natal  attention  they  have  given  to  their  patients. 

To  the  Health  Visitors  must  be  given  the  credit  of  playing  an 
important  part  in  the  reduction  of  infant  mortality.  Their  contacts 
in  the  homes  during  their  routine  visits  are  most  valuable. 

The  Home  Help  service,  although  small  in  comparison  to  that 
in  many  other  areas,  is  of  considerable  value  especially  to  old  people. 
It  is  becoming  more  widely  known  and  appreciated, 
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I  have  heard  nothing  but  praise  for  the  efficiency  of  the  Ambulance 
Service  with  its  fleet  of  seven  ambulances,  two  reserve  ambulances, 
two  cars  and  a  personnel  of  24.  Their  skill  and  care  in  handling 
patients  has  been  praiseworthy. 

The  Day  Nurseries  are  conducted  efficiently  and  hll  a  useful 
purpose  in  those  cases  where  the  mothers  must  go  out  to  work. 
The  children  for  admission  are  carefully  selected  by  the  Sub- 
Committee. 

The  School  for  Pupil  Midwives  has  had  considerable  success  in 
training  pupils  for  their  examinations.  Some  remain  in  South 
Shields  as  domiciliary  mid  wives  after  obtaining  theh  certificate. 
At  the  latest  examination  (1952)  all  the  candidates  passed 
successfully. 

In  the  Mental  Health  Service  where  knowledge,  tact  and  patience 
are  essential  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers  are  doing  a  most  valuable 
work  often  under  trying  and  unpleasant  conditions. 

I  have  pleasure  in  placing  on  record  the  harmonious  relationship 
which  has  always  existed  between  the  hospitals  and  laboratories, 
in  South  Shields  and  elsewhere,  and  the  Health  Department. 

Lastly,  I  have  to  express  my  gratitude  to  my  colleagues  and  staff 
for  the  efficient  and  loyal  support  they  have  given  me  during  my 
long  period  of  office  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

W.  CAMPBELL  LYONS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Public  Health  Department, 

Stanhope  Parade, 

South  Shields. 
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CHAIRMEN  OF  COMMITTEES 
at  31st  December,  1951 

Fiiblic  Health  Committee  Alderman  W.  P.  McAnany,  J.P. 

Health  Services  Committee  Alderman  W.  P.  McAnany,  J.P. 

Mental  Health  Services 

Sub-Committee  Alderman  W.  P.  McAnany,  J.P. 

Slaughterhouse  Sub-Committee  Councillor  A.  L.  Newman,  J.P. 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Sub -Committee  Alderman  Margaret  E.  Sutton, 

J.P. 

Education  Committee  Councillor  W.  Wood,  J.P. 

Education  Welfare  S'lib- 

Committee . Councillor  R.  Bainbridge,  J.P. 

Housing  Committee . Councillor  W.  Drummond. 

Town  Improvement  Committee  Councillor  M.  W.  Thompson. 

Welfare  Committee  . Councillor  R.  Bainbridge,  J.P. 

Children  Committee . Councillor  J.  McKee,  m.b.,  b.s. 


STAFF  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Post  or  Appointment 

Name 

Qualifications 

Medical  ORicer  of  Health, 
Chief  Tuberculosis 
Officer, 

Principal  School 

Medical  Officer 

W.  Campbell  Lyons 

M.B,,  CH.B., 

Deputy  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  Deputy 
School  Medical  Officer 

1.  D.  Lei'^j’ch 

JVl.iL,  (  H.B.,  D.P.U. 

(d)est  Physician 

O.  W.  Marjeneeld* 

M.D.,  L.R.C.S., 
L.K.C.F.P.S.,  D.l'.ll. 

Assistant  School  Medical 

H.  Levy 

M.B.,  B.S. 

(Officers 

Evelyn  H.  Bolt 

M.B.,  B.S. 

Assistant  Medical  Ofhcer, 
Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  and  School 
Health  Service 

xAnnie  K.  Wx\ttie 

M.A.,  M.B.,  CH.B.,  O.R.H. 
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Post  or  Appointment 

Name 

Qualification 

Assistant  Medical  Officers, 
Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare 

M.  H.  S.  Bell 

Dorothy  J.  Miller 

M.B.,  CH.B. 

M.B.,  CH.B.,  D.C.H. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Surgeon  (School  Health 
Service) 

P.  MacMurray* 

M.B.,  D.L.O. 

Consult.  Ophthalmologist 
(School  Health  Service) 

T.  Gowans* 

(Retired) 

M.B.,  CH.B. 

Senior  Dental  Officer 

Vacant 

School  Dental  Surgeons 

J.  L.  Reid* 

C.  T.  Chudgar* 

L.D.S. 

L.D.S. 

Dental  Surgeon  (Mat.  & 
Child  Welfare,  etc.) 

P.  Christensen* 

B.D.S.,  L.D.S. 

Borough  Analyst 

C.  J.  H.  Stock* 

B.SC.,  F.R.I.C. 

Chief  Food  Inspector  and 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

H.  B.  Parry 

Cert.  R.s.i.  and  Meat 
and  Smoke  Inspector’s 
Certificates.  Cert,  in 

Sanitary  Science. 

District  Sanitary  and 
Housing  Inspectors 

J.  McVay 

J.  Wann 

A.  Simpson 

H.  Brooks 

A.  M.  O’Hanlon 

S.  Pratt 

E.  Oliver 

Cert.  R.S.I.  and  Meal 
Inspector’s  Cert, 
do.  do. 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

Inspector  under  the  Shops 
Acts 

J.  R.  Kelso 

Superintendent  Health 
Visitor 

Miss  E.  Mycock 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  and 

H.v.  Certificate. 

Non -Medical  Supervisor 
of  Midwives 

Mrs.  S.  a.  Innes 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Matron, 

Midwifery  Part  II., 
Training  School 

Miss  E.  M.  Marlow 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M. ,  M.T.C. 

Matron,  Day  Nurseries 

Mrs.  E.  P.  White 

S.R.N. 

'^Part-time,  also  in  Consultant  or  Private  Practice. 


Post  or  Appointment 

Name 

Qualifications 

Health  Visitors 

Miss  M.  Munro 
(Retired  2/2/51) 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Miss  R.  Barrell 

do. 

Miss  C.  W.  Everson 

do.  and  h.v. 

Certificate. 

iMiss  M.  Sherry 

do.  do. 

Mrs.  P.  Stewart 

do.  do. 

Mrs.  B.  Heavisides 
Miss  S.  E.  G.  Whit- 

do.  do. 

FIELD 

do.  do. 

Miss  M.  V.  Ingoe 

do.  do. 

Miss  E.  N.  Jopling 

do.  do. 

Mrs.  E.  Haggerston 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M, 

Miss  M.  McManemy 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.  and  h.v. 

(Commenced  16/4/51) 

Cert. 

Miss  M.  B.  McGlas- 

HAM 

( Commenced  16/4/5]) 

do.  do. 

Miss  J.  Arnold 
(Commenced  1/2/51) 

do.  do. 

Miss  J.  J.  McDonald 
( Commenced  19/3/51) 

do.  do. 

Miss  M.  Beaty 
(Commenced  30/4/51) 

do.  do. 

School  Nurses 

Mrs.  D,  McPhee 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M.. 

Mrs.  E.  Hayden 

S.R.N. 

Mrs.  E,  Appleby 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Mrs.  -1.  Johnson 

do. 

Chief  Admin.  Clerk 

C.  Hymers 

Cert,  r.s.i. 

and  Meat  inspector’s 
Cert. 

Senior  Admin.  (Jlerk 

J.  Hilton 

Cert.  R.S.I. 

Asst.  Admin.  Clerk 

W.  Johnson 

Clerks 

A.  T.  Lawson 

A.  E.  Bennett 
(Left  14/1  51) 

\V.  McKenzie 

R.  Aldus 

(Nat.  Service  30/9  5J) 
J.  Bolus 

(Commenced  23  4  51) 
R.  Lambie 
(Commenced  2 1  /5  5 1 ) 
Miss  E.  Park 

Mrs.  M.  Purvis 
(Left.  1/9/51) 

Miss  J.  Tinmouth 

Mrs.  N.  Bennett 

« 
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Post  or  Appoiiitmeiit 

Name 

Qualifications 

Clerks  (contd.) 

Mrs.  M.  Badger 

Miss  O.  Snaitii 

Miss  N.  Hardwick 

Miss  B  G.  Tindle 

Miss  J.  Ford 

Miss  T.  Clark 
( Commenced  2  fi  / 1 1  /  5 1 ) 

Mental  Health  Service  : 
Duly  Authorised 

Officers 

J.  Moran 

C.  Middleton 

R.  M.  Hudson 

Dental  Assistant,  School 
Health  Service 

Miss  0.  Deakin 

Skin  Clinic  Attendant 

Mrs.  C.  a.  Clattbach 

Ambulance  Supt.  (1) 

do.  Dri^'ers  (22) 

do.  Telephonist  (1) 

Domiciliary  Midwives  (20). 

Domestic  Helps: 

(7  Full-time,  4  Part- 
time) 

Kodent  Operator  (1) 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  BOROUGH 


Area  of  Borough  (including  inland  water  but  excluding 
foreshore  and  tidal  water — -301  acres)  before  ex¬ 
tension  1st  April,  1951  . 

Ai*ea  added,  1st  April,  1951  . 

Total  area  (31st  December,  1951) . 

Population  at  Census,  1931  . 


Resident  population.  Registrar- General’s  estimate  for 
year  1951  (mid-year)  . 

Density  (persons  per  acre)  . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1951  (according 
to  Rate  Books)  . 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1951  . 

Produce  of  a  penny  rate  (estimate  for  1951-52)  . 


acres. 

4,119 

758 

4,877 

113,455 

106,605 

106,800 

21.9 


33,493 

£611,730 

£2,410 
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Social  Conditions 

Tlie  })rincipal  industries  are  shipbuilding,  shi]:)-repairing,  coal¬ 
mining  and  export.  Under  the  Government’s  Development 
Schemes,  new  factories  have  been  established  for  the  manufacture 
of  dolls,  electrical  and  engineering  fittings,  gowns,  lingerie,  slippers, 
chemicals  and  pickles.  These  industries,  in  contrast  to  the  older 
established  heavy  industries,  provide  employment  for  many  women. 

Unemployment: — 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  H.  Evers,  Manager  of  the  Employment 
Exchange,  for  the  yearly  information  relating  to  unemployment 
which  is  summarised  below. 


The  average  numbers  on  the  live  registers  taken  from  the  monthly 
returns,  were  as  follows: — 


1947* 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Men  (age  18-64) 

1,692 

1,611 

1,898 

2,060 

1,532 

Boys  (age  14-17) 

65 

35 

49 

81 

65 

Women  (age  18-64) 

335 

314 

328 

420 

352 

Girls  (age  14-17) 

73 

31 

25 

27 

26 

.  Total . 

2,165 

1,991 

2,300 

00 

00 

CO 

o-f 

1,975 

Of  the  different  groups  the  percentage 

of  unemployed 

was  as 

follows: — 

1947* 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Men  (age  18-64)  . 

8 

7 

7 

9 

7 

Boys  (age  14-17) . 

3 

2 

3 

5 

4 

Women  (age  18-64) 

6 

4 

4 

5 

4 

Girls  (age  14-17) 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Total 

7 

6 

6 

7 

6 

The  maximum  and 

minimum 

numbers 

of  persons  unemployed 

during  the  year  were:- 

Maximum 

1947* 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Men  (age  18-64) 

2,808 

1,739 

2,506 

2,354 

2,493 

Boys  (age  14-17) . 

141 

55 

89 

128 

116 

Women  (age  18-64) 

584 

415 

406 

504 

463 

Girls  (age  14-17) 

199 

47 

61 

69 

51 

*Owing  to  the  fuel  crisis,  no  figures  were  available  for  February 
and  only  the  total  males  and  females  (all  ages)  for  March. 
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Minimum 

1947* 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1961 

Men  (age  18-64)  . 

1,362 

1,423 

1,509 

1,671 

1,071 

Boys  (age  14-17) . 

23 

25 

27 

32 

34 

Women  (age  18-64) 

229 

228 

188 

342 

253 

Girls  (ae-e  14-17)  . 

17 

20 

10 

9 

8 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Live  Bii’ths:^ — 

Legitimate  1,840  939  901  f  Birth  rate  per  1,000 

Illegitimate  93  52  41  ot  the  estimated 

(^resident  population  18.1 


Birth  Rate  adjusted  by  Comparability  Factor  of  0.98  =17.7 

Still  Births: —  TRate  per  1,000  total 


Legitimate 

43 

22 

21^ 

births  (live  and  still- 

Illegitimate  ... 

3 

1 

2 

1 

(^births)  23.2 

^ Death  rate  per  1,000 

Deaths  . 

1,363 

747 

616-<^ 

of  the  estimated 

(^resident  population  12.8 
Death  Rate  adjusted  by  Comparability  Factor  of  1.08  13.8 


Deaths 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes: — 

Puerperal  sepsis  .  — 

Other  puerperal  causes  .  2 

Death  rate  ol  infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  39.3 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  .  40.2 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  .  21.5 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  233 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages) .  2 

,,  ,,  Whooping  cough  (all  ages)  .  — 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  2 


Rate  'pe.r 
1,000  total 
Births 


1.01 


Area  comparability  factors: — 

Births  .  0.98 

Deaths  .  1.08 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  population  of 
the  County  Borough  for  1951  is  106,800,  a  decrease  on  the  previous 
year  of  2,600.  The  natural  increase — excess  of  births  over  deaths — 
was  570.  The  population  at  the  1951  Census  was  106,605. 


Births 

1,933  babies  were  registered  as  belonging  South  Shields  during 
1951,  a  birth  rate  of  18.1  per  1,000  of  the  population,  the  birthrate 
for  1950  was  18.4  per  1,000. 

The  proportion  of  male  to  female  births  was  991  males  to  942 
females.  There  were  93  illegitimate  births  or  4.8  per  cent  of  the 
total  births. 

There  were  46  still  births,  23  males  and  23  females;  23  per  1,000 
of  all  births,  live  and  still. 

The  birth  rate  in  South  Shields  as  compared  witli  tlie  country 
generally  was  as  follows: — 

Live 

Births  Births 


England  and  Wales .  15.5  0.36 

126  County  Boroughs  and  greaf  towns  17.3  0.45 

148  smaller  towns  .  16.7  0.38 

London  Administrative  County  17.8  0.37 

South  Shields  .  18.1  0.43 


Deaths 

There  were  1,363  deaths  during  the  year  among  South  Shields 
residents:  males  747,  females  616.  This  is  equal  to  a  deatli  rate 
of  12.8  per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  a  death  rate 
of  12.9  for  1950.  The  figure  includes  78  deaths  of  residents  who  died 
away  from  South  Shields,  but  the  deaths  of  128  non-residents  wh(j 
died  in  South  Shields  mostly  in  hospitals,  are  excluded. 

The  death  rate  for  South  Shields  as  compared  with  the  country 


generally  was  as  follows: — 

England  and  Wales  12.5 

126  County  Boroughs  and  great  towns  13.4 

148  smaller  towns  12.5 

London  Administrative  County  .  13.1 

South  Shields  .  12.8 
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The  death  rate  for  South  Shields  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  year 
was  as  follows: — 


1st  quarter  .  17.9 

2nd  quarter  .  11.5 

3rd  quarter  .  10.8 

4th  quarter  .  10.9 


Infant  Mortality 

There  were  76  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  this 
represents  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  39  per  1,000  births  as  compared 
with  37  in  1950. 

Maternal  Mortality 

Two  women  lost  then  lives  as  a  result  of  pregnancy  and  par¬ 
turition.  The  maternal  death  rate  was  1.01  per  1,000  total  births. 
The  rate  for  1950  was  1.46  per  1,000. 

Zymotic  Deaths 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria.  Measles  caused  two  deaths 
and  enteritis  in  children  under  two  years,  two  deaths.  For  the 
fifth  year  in  succession  there  was  no  death  from  whooping  cough. 
The  Zymotic  death  rate  was  0.04  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This 
is  the  lowest  death-rate  from  this  group  of  diseases  ever  recorded. 

The  Chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows: — 

No.  of  Percentage 
deaths  of  total 


Arteriosclerotic  and  degenerative  Heart 

diseases  .  375  27.5 

Cancer  . 233  17.1 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  Apoplexy,  etc.  167  12.3 

Bronchitis  .  101  7.4 

Pneumonia  .  60  4.4 

Violence  and  accidents  .  50  3.7 

Prematurity  and  diseases  of  early  infancy  49  3.6 

Tuberculosis  .  42  3.1 

Influenza  .  34  2.5 

Nephritis  . : .  10  0.7 


Deaths  at  Various  Age  Groups 


Up  to  1900,  little  change  was  observed  in  the  various  age  groups, 
but  since  that  time,  the  saving  of  life,  or  rather  the  postponement 
of  death  has  been  phenomenal. 


A  comparison  of  the 

percentages  ol 

total  deaths 

at  each  ag(^ 

group  for  1900  and  1951 

are  as  follows:- 

1900 

1951 

Under  1  year  of  age 

.  27.00% 

5.58% 

1- 

-4 

.  1^-75% 

(1.73"/, 

5- 

-14 

.  5.49% 

0.51% 

15- 

-24  . 

5.64% 

1 ,54% 

25- 

-  34  . 

■  5.88% 

2.13% 

35- 

-44  . 

.  8.24% 

3.37% 

68.00% 

13.86% 

45- 

-54  . 

. 

8.51% 

55- 

■64  . 

.  9.68% 

17.98% 

65- 

-74  . 

.  8-19% 

27.44% 

75  and  over  . 

. 

.  5.51% 

32.21% 

32.00% 

86.14% 

Tn  the  year  1900,  68.0%  of  deaths  occurred  under  45  years  of 
age,  and  32.0%  over  45  years  of  age,  while  the  corresponding 
figures  for  1951  were  13.9%  under  45  and  86.1%  over  45. 


Average  Age  at  Death  (in  years) 


Year 

Males 

Females 

Overall 

1921 

37.31 

36.89 

37.12 

1931 

39.29 

43.19 

41.11 

1941 

50.34 

52.05 

51.80 

1951 

61.51 

64.53 

62.88 

Coroners’  inquests  were  held  in  respect  of  91  deaths.  Tn  23  cases 
the  Coroner  ordered  a  post-mortem  examiiiation,  but  it  was  found 


unnecessary  to  hold  inquests.  There  were  32  deaths  which  were 
not  certified  by  a  medical  practitioner  and  on  whom  no  inquest  or 
Coroner’s  post-mortem  examination  was  held. 

499  deaths  or  37  per  cent,  of  the  total  occurred  in  institutions, 
exclusive  of  123  deaths  among  non-residents  of  the  Borough. 
These  are  detailed  in  Table  3,  page  23. 

In  the  following  table,  the  South  Shields  death  rates  in  1951  are 
compared  with  provisional  rates  for  the  country  generally,  the 
county  boroughs  and  the  smaller  towns. 


Death  rate 
per  1,000  population 

Deaths  per 
1,000  live 
births 

All  Causes 

o 

(D 

' 

•  ^ 

O 

Smallpox 

Whooping 

Cough 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis 

(under  2  years) 

Infant  Mortality 

Rate 

England  and  Wales  . 

12.5 

.00 

.00 

.01 

.00 

.38 

1.4 

29.6 

126  County  Boroughs 

and  Great  Towns  . 

13.4 

.00 

.00 

.01 

.00 

.36 

1.6 

33.9 

148  Smaller  Towns . 

12.5 

.00 

.00 

.01 

.00 

.38 

1.0 

27.6 

London  . 

13.1 

— 

— 

.01 

.00 

.23 

0.7 

26.4 

South  Shields  . 

12.8 

— 

— 

— 

.32 

1.0 

39.3 

Cremation 

187  South  Shields  residents  were  cremated  at  the  Newcastle 
Crematorium  and  12  at  the  Sunderland  Crematorium  as  compared 
with  a  total  ol  onlv  5  in  1936. 


Causes  of  Death 

The  tabulation  of  deaths  given  in  Table  1,  page  15,  follows  the 
Intermediate  List  in  accordance  with  the  Nomenclature  Regulations, 
1948,  of  the  World  Health  Organisation.  This  is  the  sixth  revision 
of  the  International  List  and  came  into  force  on  the  1st  January, 
1950. 

It  provides  for  an  international  Medical  Certificate  of  Cause  of 
Death  and  rules  for  the  selection  of  the  underlying  cause  of  death, 
which  may  be  defined  as 
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(а)  the  disease  or  injury  wliicli  initiated  tlie  train  of  morbid 
events  leading  directly  to  death,  or 

(б)  the  circumstances  of  the  accident  or  violence  which  produced 
the  fatal  injury. 

The  chief  purpose  of  the  new  codification  is  to  secure  such 
uniformity  in  morbidity  and  mortality  statistics,  internationally, 
as  can  be  achieved  for  comparisons. 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  the  short  list  of  the 
causes  of  death  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  is  included  in 
the  report  (Table  1  (A),  page  18)  in  order  that  the  relation  between 
the  local  tabulation  and  the  statistics  supplied  by  the  P^egistrar- 
General  may  be  compared.  There  is  substantial  agreement,  but 
as  the  Registrar- General  points  out,  the  classification  of  some 
deaths  in  respect  of  which  the  certifying  medical  practitioners  have 
given  indefinite  causes  is  modified  in  the  light  of  further  information 
obtained  b}'  him  from  them  by  special  enquiries;  also  this  Table  is 
of  deaths  actually  registered  during  the  year,  while  Table  1  is  of 
deaths  taking  place;  these  possible  sources  of  discrepancy  shoidd 
be  borne  in  mind. 


TABLE  1. — CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  during  1951,  of  persons  belonging  to  the  County  Borough  of  South  Shields, 

classified  according  to  the  Abbreviated  International  List  of  Causes  (Sixth  Revision)  as  adapted  for  use  in  England  and 

Wales. 

(This  list  has  been  abridged  by  omitting  headings  against  which  no  deaths  have  been  recorded  during  the  year). 
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TABLE  I. — Continued. 
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TABLE  1  (A)— CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  IN  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH 
OF  SOUTH  SHIELDS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1951.  (Supplied  by  the  Registrab-General). 
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Table  1  (A) — Continued. 
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TABLE  4.  POPULATION,  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS  FOR  1932-51 


N'ear 

Popula¬ 

tion 

esti¬ 

mated 

to 

middle 
of  cacli 
year 

Birtli.s 

Total  deaths 
registered 

Transfer¬ 

able 

Deaths 

f 

Net  deaths 
to  the  Bo 

belonging 

rough 

Uncor¬ 
rected 
N  um¬ 
ber 

N 

et 

Bon 

)ngli 

Of  Non-Residents 

registered  in  the 

Borough 

Of  Residents  not 

registered  in  the 

Borough 

Under  1  year 
of  age 

At  all  ages 

Num¬ 

ber 

(late 

N  um- 
l)er 

Bate 

N  um¬ 
ber 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Net 

Births 

Num¬ 

ber 

Rate 

1932 

114,000 

2,168 

2.168 

19.0 

1,632 

14.3 

168 

63 

152 

70 

1.527 

13.4 

1933 

114,100 

1,961 

1,963 

17.2 

1,679 

14.7 

185 

64 

182 

93 

1.558 

13.7 

1934 

112,750 

2,059 

2,013 

17.9 

1,617 

14.3 

180 

51 

168 

83 

1,488 

13.2 

1935 

112,000 

1,969 

1,930 

17.2 

1,545 

13.8 

196 

60 

154 

80 

1,409 

12.6 

1936 

*111,350 

1,924 

1,878 

16.9 

1.607 

14.4 

189 

49 

163 

87 

1,467 

13.2 

1937 

111,000 

1,903 

1,831 

16.5 

1,664 

15.0 

217 

38 

147 

80 

1,485 

13.4 

jl938 

110.400 

2,007 

1,897 

17.2 

1,645 

14.9 

172 

47 

124 

65 

i..520 

13.8 

1939 

tl06,900 

1,883 

1,834 

16.7 

1,594 

14.9 

224 

58 

120 

66 

1,428 

13.4 

1940 

99,5.50 

1,843 

1,714 

17.2 

1,676 

16.8 

237 

91 

126 

74 

1,530 

15.4 

1941 

92,910 

1,732 

1,597 

17.2 

1,793 

19.3 

229 

109 

146 

91 

1,673 

18.0 

1942 

89,480 

1,712 

1.590 

17.8 

1,492 

16.7 

223 

63 

126 

79 

1,332 

14.9 

1913 

86,130 

1,822 

1,696 

19.7 

1,622 

18.8 

231 

68 

127 

75 

1,459 

16.9 

1944 

91,040 

2,184 

2,058 

22.6 

1,436 

15.8 

189 

59 

104 

51 

1,306 

14.3 

1945 

93,680 

2,008 

1,882 

20.1 

1,482 

15.8 

195 

64 

131 

70 

1,351 

14.4 

1946 

100,360 

2,257 

2,206 

22.0 

1,464 

14.6 

168 

48 

145 

66 

1,344 

13.4 

1947 

101,780 

2,4.34 

2,441 

24.0 

1,458 

14.3 

147 

53 

118 

48 

1,364 

13.4 

1948 

106,800 

2.106 

2,113 

19.8 

1,373 

12.9 

137 

59 

89 

42 

1,295 

12.1 

1949 

108,360 

2,120 

2,127 

19.6 

1,479 

13.6 

141 

64 

97 

46 

1,402 

12.9 

1950 

109,400 

2,026 

2,015 

18.4 

1,494 

13.7 

143 

61 

/O 

37 

1,412 

12.9 

1951 

106,800 

1,897 

1,933 

18.1 

1,413 

13.2 

128 

78 

76 

39 

1,363 

12.8 

Notes. — (a)  The  rates  in  Colnmns  5,  7,  and  13  are  eaicidated  per  1,000  oi 
the  population. 

(6)  “Transferable  Deaths”  are  deaths  of  persons  who,  ha.vinij  a 
fixed  or  usual  residence  in  England  or  Wales,  died  in  a  district 
other  than  that  in  which  they  resided. 

If 

*  Modified  estimate  for  calculation  of  rates,  as  Borough  was  extended 
on  1st  April,  1930  Tnid-year  estimate  for  extended  Borough, 
111,800). 

'1' 4'he  ))opulation  for  tlie  (ailculation  of  the  l)irf  h  r’ate  for  1939  as 
given  by  the  Kegistrar-General  was  110,000. 


TABLE  5.  BIRTH-RATES,  INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES,  AND  DEATH  RATES  FROM  VARIOUS  CAUSES,  1871-1951. 
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CANCER 

« 

During  1951  there  were  233  deaths  from  cancer  as  compared 
with  210  in  1950  and  209  in  1949.  132  of  the  deaths  occurred 
among  males  and  101  among  females.  There  were  50  deaths  from 
cancer  of  the  respiratory  sj^^stem.  The  cancer  death  rate  was  2.18 
per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  1.95  for  England  and 
Wales.  Cancer  accounted  for  17.1  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths  in 
the  Borough.  84  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  hospitals. 


The 

sex  distribution  and  location  of 

deaths 

in  South 

Shields 

during  1951  is  shown  in  the  following  table: — 

Code 

Male 

Female 

Total 

140 

Lip  . 

1 

— 

1 

141 

Tongue  . 

2 

— 

2 

142 

Salivary  gland  . 

2 

— • 

2 

150 

Oesophagus  . 

9 

4 

13 

151 

Stomach . 

26 

27 

53 

153 

Large  Intestine . 

10 

6 

16 

154 

Rectum  . 

11 

4 

15 

155 

Biliary  passages  and  liver 

(primary)  . 

1 

1 

2 

156 

Liver  (secondary  and  unspecified) 

3 

2 

5 

157 

Pancreas  . 

4 

3 

7 

158 

Peritoneum . 

— 

1 

1 

162 

Trachea,  bronchus  and  lung 

(primary) 

5 

1 

6 

163 

Limg  and  bronchus  (unspecified) 

36 

8 

44 

170 

Breast  . 

— 

7 

7 

171 

Cervix  uteri  . 

— 

9 

9 

172 

Corpus  uteri 

— 

1 

1 

174 

Uterus  (unspecified)  . 

— 

2 

2 

175 

Ovary,  Fallopian  tube  and  broad 

ligament  . . . 

— 

7 

7 

176 

Other  female  genital  organs  . 

— 

1 

1 

177 

Prostate  . 

9 

— 

9 

180 

Kidney 

1 

2 

3 

181 

Bladder  and  other  urinary  organs 

4 

2 

6 

190 

Melanoma  of  skin . 

— 

1 

1 

191 

Other  malignant  neoplasms  of 

skin  . 

— 

2 

2 

193 

Brain  and  other  parts  of  nervous 

system  . 

— 

1 

1 

194 

Thyroid  gland  . 

1 

1 

2 

196 

Bone  . 

1 

1 

2 

27 


Code 

199 

Other  and  unspecified  sites . 

Male 

1 

Female 

2 

Total 

3 

200 

Lymphosarcoma  . 

Hodgkin’s  disease . 

1 

1 

2 

201 

2 

2 

4 

202 

Other  forms  of  lymphoma  . 

— 

1 

1 

204 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia 

2 

1 

3 

Total 

132 

101 

233 

Deaths  from  cancer  have  shown  a  progressive  increase  during 
the  last  twenty  years,  particularly  from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and 
pleura.  The  apparent  increase  in  lung  cancer  can,  to  a  large  extent, 
be  accounted  for  by  better  diagnosis.  Formerly  it  was  most  difficult 
to  distinguish  during  life  between  cancer  and  tuberculosis  of  the 
lung,  but  since  the  advance  in  diagnostic  methods  and  in  thoracic 
surgery,  which  has  taken  place  during  the  last  decade  or  so,  it  is 
now  possible  to  distinguish  more  accurately  between  the  two 
conditions. 

A  diagram  of  age  and  sex  distribution  of  deaths  from  cancer 
during  the  past  ten  years  as  compared  with  tuberculosis  is  given 
on  page  30. 

The  distribution,  percentage  of  total  deaths  and  percentage  of 
deaths  35  years  of  age  and  upwards  (i.e.  the  age  usually  affected) 
since  1932  is  given  in  the  following  table. 
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CANCER  DEATHS,  1932  to  1951. 
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*Under  the  new  regulations  of  the  World  tlealtb  Organisation  wliich  came  into  force  on  1st  January, 
1950,  the  following  diseases  are  now  clnssified  as  Cancer  ;  Hodgkin’s  disease.  Lymphoma  (reticulosis). 
Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia  and  Mycosis  fungoides  and  thes("  diseases  liav'e  therefor-e  heen  adfied  tu 
1932/49  figures  for  comparison. 


Cancer  and  Tuberculosis 

The  following  table  and  diagram  gives  the  total  deaths  for  the 
past  ten  years  1942  to  1951  in  age  groups  and  the  percentages  of 
deaths  from  cancer  and  tuberculosis. 

From  the  diagram  it  can  be  seen  how  tuberculosis  was  responsible 
for  a  large  amount  of  preventable  deaths  in  youth  and  early  middle 
life.  Particularly  among  females  between  the  ages  of  20  and  24, 
when  no  less  than  66%  of  the  total  deaths  were  due  to  tuberculosis. 


Deaths  (1942-51)  in  Age  Groups 
(Total,  Cancer  and  Tuberculosis) 


Age 

Group 

Total 

Deaths 

Deaths  fro 

m  Cancer 

Deaths  from 
Tuberculosis 

M. 

F. 

Ma 

les 

Fem 

ales 

Ma 

les 

Females 

No. 

/o 

No. 

/o 

No. 

/o 

No. 

O/ 

'O 

TTnder  1  . 

596 

492 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

6 

1.0 

5 

1.0 

1—4  . 

132 

112 

5 

3.8 

1 

0.9 

23 

17.4 

20 

18.0 

o — 9  . 

60 

56 

4 

6.7 

1 

1.8 

6 

10.0 

12 

21.4 

10—14 . 

44 

46 

3 

6.8 

2 

4.3 

9 

20.5 

16 

34.8 

15—19 . 

78 

99 

6 

7.7 

3 

3.0 

22 

28.2 

51 

51.5 

20—24 . 

94 

103 

3 

3.2 

1 

1.0 

40 

42.6 

68 

66.0 

25—29 . 

113 

124 

5 

4.5 

3 

2.4 

51 

45.5 

62 

50.0 

30—34 . 

117 

109 

9 

7.7 

7 

6.4 

47 

40.2 

42 

38.5 

35—39 . 

165 

121 

23 

13.9 

19 

15.7 

43 

26.1 

29 

24.0 

40—44 . 

246 

152 

50 

20.3 

45 

29.6 

58 

23.6 

24 

15.8 

45—49 . 

338 

229 

48 

14.2 

81 

35.4 

64 

18.9 

16 

7.0 

50 — 54 . 

461 

286 

98 

21.3 

84 

29.4 

65 

14.1 

14 

4.9 

55 — 59 . 

564 

381 

136 

24.1 

113 

29.7 

46 

8.2 

13 

3.4 

00—64 . 

737 

500 

147 

19.9 

136 

27.2 

35 

4.8 

1 1 

2.2 

65—69 . 

920 

715 

202 

22.0 

139 

19.4 

25 

2.7 

6 

0.8 

70—74 . 

,  980 

844 

153 

15.6 

146 

17.3 

2 

0.2 

4 

0.5 

75—79 . 

880 

862 

120 

r3.6 

88 

10.2 

3 

0.3 

3 

0.3 

80  plus  . 

767 

1 095 

63 

8.2 

71 

6.5 

— 

— 

1 

0.1 

Total . 

7292 

6326 

1075 

14.8 

940 

14.9 

545 

7.5 

397 

6.3 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  in  various  age  groups  from 

Tuberculosis  and  Cancer  1942/1951  (inclusive) 

MALES  FEMALES 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  COUNTY  BOROUGH 
Water  Supply. 

Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company  supply  the  whole 
area  with  a  constant  water  supply  which  is  satisfactory  in  quality 
and  quantity. 

The  town’s  population  is  106,800  and  there  are  33,493  dwelling 
houses,  all  of  which  have  a  piped  water  supply  to  ^)r  within  the 
premises. 

The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action  and  no  form  of  con- 
tamination  has  been  found  during  the  year. 

The  following  is  a  typical  1951  analytical  report: — 


Parts  per 

Chemical  Analysis.  100,000 

Total  Solids  .  59.5 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  .  6.2 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  .  0.15 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .  0.0030 

Free  Ammonia  .  0.0010 

Oxygen  absorbed  (3  hrs.  at  37°C) .  0.008 

Total  Hardness  .  35.0 

Temporary  Hardness .  26.0 

Permanent  Hardness  .  9.0 

Colour  (Hazen  degrees)  .  9.0 

Suspended  Matter  .  Nil. 

Iron  .  0.01 

Bacteriological  Examination . 

Organisms  visible  on  agar  after  48  hours  incuba¬ 
tion  at  37°C .  2.0  per  ml. 


Coliform  organisms  absent  in  1,10  and  100  ml. 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

All  sewer  outfalls  are  direct  into  the  river  Tyne  or  sea;  discharge 
being  particularly  apparent  at  the  Corporation  Quay. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

All  closets  are  on  the  water-carriage  system — with  the  exception 
of  a  few  isolated  non -domestic  buildings. 

Public  Cleansing. 

As  in  most  County  Boroughs,  this  service  is  administered  by  a 
separate  department, 


Household  refuse  is  collected  weekJy  and  trade  refuse  as  required. 
Disposal  is  by  tipping  or  incineration — the  tips  being  inspected 
regularly  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Rodent  Operator. 

There  has  been  no  nuisance  during  the  year. 

Camp  Sites. 

Thirty  nine  families  are  still  living  in  the  huts  of  the  former 
Marsden  Holiday  Camp  and  one  family  remains  at  Northfield 
Gardens.  Although  the  huts  provide  shelter,  they  are  not  suitable 
for  permanent  habitation.  They  are  being  closed  as  the  occupants 
find  other  accommodation. 

Swimming  Baths. 

Water  from  the  Derby  Street  swimming  pool  ^is  periodically 
tested  for  chlorine  content  and  the  “pH”  factor  checked. 

Sixteen  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  each  was  satisfactory. 

Eradication  of  Vermin  (other  than  rodents). 

(a)  Premises: 

During  the  year  140  premises  were  successfully  treated  for  bugs 
(30),  fleas  (13),  beetles  (78),  others  (19). 

{h)  Persons: 

Three  adults  were  reported  as  verminous  during  the  year.  In  each 
case  arrangements  were  made  for  their  cleansing. 

Schools. 

Five  visits  were  paid  by  the  Inspectors  and  generally  the  premises 
were  found  satisfactory. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  six  offensive  trades  on  the  register,  viz.: — 

1  gut  scraper. 

2  tripe  boilers. 

3  rag  and  bone  dealers. 

The  gut  scraper  and  tripe  boiler  occupy  premises  at  the  Abattoii'. 
144  visits  were  paid. 


Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  14  licensed  Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses  in  the  town  and 
203  visits  were  paid  by  the  Inspectors.  The  premises  are  also  under 
Police  supervision. 

Rodent  Control. 

Complaints  of  rats  or  mice  numbered  306.  Of  these  219  referred 
to  domestic  premises,  59  business  properties  and  28  to  local  autho¬ 
rity’s  premises. 

For  eleven  weeks  during  the  year,  six  men  from  the  Cleansing 
Department  were  engaged  in  sewer  baiting. 

Of  3,110  manholes  treated,  36%  showed  evidence  of  rats. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  estimated  “kill”  for  1951: — 

Number  of  Weight  Estimated  kill 


Treatment  baits  laid  of  bait  Rats  and  Mice 

Complaints  .  2,800  3  cwts  4,489 

Sewer  Treatments  .  8,163  14  ,,  6,304 


Total  10,963  17  cwts  10,793 


During  the  year  the  Rodent  Operator  paid  2,242  visits  to  premises 
and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  350. 

Cinemas. 

Fifty -two  visits  were  paid  to  the  twelve  cinemas. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951. 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  November,  1951,  and 
repeals  the  Rag  Flock  Acts  of  1911-1928.  Twelve  visits  were  paid 
with  reference  to  the  registration  or  licensing  of  premises. 

There  is  no  manufacturer  of  rag  flock  in  the  town. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

Nine  smoke  observations  were  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
and  effective  advice  given  in  four  instances. 

Acting  in  co-operation  with  the  Department  of  Scientific  and 
Industrial  Research  (Atmospheric  Pollution  Research),  certain 
instruments  were  installed  at  three  sites  in  the  town  in  November. 
The  sites  chosen  for  the  stations  were  (1)  Town  Hall,  (2)  Harton 
Junior  School  and  (3)  Stanhope  Road  School;  at  each  station  the 


instruments,  which  are  of  a  simple  nature,  comprisecl  [a)  Deposit 
Gauge  from  which  tiie  solid  matter  in  the  atmosphere  at  a  given 
locality  can  be  measured  over  a  given  period  and  (6)  Lead  Peroxide 
instrument,  which  gives  an  index  of  the  sulphur  pollution.  Observa¬ 
tions  are  taken  monthly. 

The  following  table  shows  the  figures  for  the  months  of  November 
and  December: — 


November,  1951 

December,  1951 

Station 

Deposit  in  Tons 
per  square  ‘mile 
(Total  of  sol¬ 
uble  and  insol¬ 
uble  solids) 

Sulphur  J ndex 
(mgms.  sulphur 
trioxide  per 
day  collected 
by  100  square 
cms.  lead 
peroxide) 

Deposit  in  Tons 
per  square  mile 
(Total  of  sol¬ 
uble  and  insol¬ 
uble  solids) 

Sidphur  Index 
(mgms.  sulphur 
trioxide  per 
day  collected 
by  100  square 
cms.  lead 
peroxide) 

Town  Hall 
Harton 
Junior 

28.97 

1.59 

16.76 

1.41 

School  . 

Stanhope 

Road 

1. 37 

18.28 

1.70 

School  . 

23.62 

1.77 

16.37 

1.49 

It  is  too  early  to  assess  the  influence  of  the  different  factors 
involved  as  the  series  of  readings  covers  a  very  brief  period.  These 
figures  however  are  the  first  numerical  estimates  of  atmospheric 
purity  in  the  town  and  it  might  be  said  that  with  a  figure  of  over 
twenty  tons  of  deposit  per  square  mile  per  month.  South  Shields 
compares  favourably  with  other  large  towns  wLere  similar  observa¬ 
tions  were  made;  also,  whilst  it  would  appear  that  the  state  of 
pollution  of  the  atmosphere  is  not  extreme  (although  bad  enough), 
efforts  to  promote  a  cleaner  air  must  be  actively  pursued  as  and  w'hen 
possible. 

Factories. 

During  the  year  298  visits  were  paid  to  factories  under  the  1937 
Factories  Act  and  Regulations  (workplaces  being  dealt  with  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936). 

There  were  no  outworkers  employed  during  the  year  and  the 
following  tables  indicate  the  local  ])osition  in  December.  1951; 
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Table  1. 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

W  ritten 
notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1 ,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  . 

209 

19 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  . 

474 

79 

3 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority*  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

5 

5 

Total  . 

688 

103 

6 

■ — 

*  Electrical  Stations  (Section  103  (1)),  Institutions  (Section  104)  and  Sites 
of  Building  Operations  and  Works  of  Engineering  Construction  (Sections 
107  and  108). 

Table  II. 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


No.  of  cases  in 
•foi 

which  defects  were 

md. 

No.  of 

cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  (S.l) i  . 

4 

4 

1 

Overcrowding 
(S.2) . 

- 

- 

_ 

Unreasonable 
temperature 
(S.3) . 

1 

1 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 

_ 

■ 

_ 

—  - 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors 
(S.6)  : 

(a)  Insufficient 

• 

5 

4 

2 

(6)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

7 

7 

- 

3 

-- 

(c)  Not  sepa¬ 
rate  for 
sexes . 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relat¬ 
ing  to  Out¬ 
work)  . 

. 

Total . 

17 

15 

— 

7 

% 
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VISITS  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS,  1951 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  visits  of  inspection,  etc.,  by 
the  Sanitar^^  Inspectors  during  the  year  1951. 

General  district  inspection  .  6,711 

Inspection  of  repairs  to  property  .  2,057 

Interviews  and  appointments  .  1,376 

Investigation  of  complaints  of  nuisances  .  1,424 

Testmg  drains .  80 

Smoke  observations  .  9 

Overcrowding  . 5 

Verminous  persons  . ; .  3 

Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses .  203 

Homewwkers’  premises .  5 

Factories:  M.P .  72 

Factories:  N.M.P .  226’ 

Bakehouses  .  105 

Fried  fish  shops  .  12 

Ice  Cream  shops  .  45 

Food  premises .  1 ,032 

Food  inspections .  576 

Food  sampling  .  582 

Stables  and  allotments  .  136 

Piggeries  . 76 

Cinemas  .  52 

Bat  and  vermin  investigations .  528 

Schools .  5 

Refuse  dumps  .  12 

Squatters  .  4 

Swimming  bath  .  6 

Local  land  charges  .  673 

Public  conveniences  .  186 

Abattoir  .  27 

Plans  .  211 

Infectious  diseases  .  693 

Tuberculosis  . 84 

Contacts  of  smallpox,  etc .  60 

Court  proceedings  .  2 

Yards  .  8 

Food  poisoning  .  128 

Public  houses  .  19 


37 


NOTICES  SERVED  DURING  1951 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  notices  served  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  during  1951: — 


(A)  On  Owners: 

Number  of  notices  served  . 

Number  of  houses  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  habitation  . 

Nuisances  caused  by: 

Choked  or  defective  drain . 

Defective  W.C.  . 

Defective  scullery  sink  wastepipe  . 

Accumulations  of  refuse  . 

Rats  . 

House  without  sufficient  water  supply 

House  without  adequate  washing  facilities  . 

Defective  outbuildings  . 

Factory: 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  . 

Dirty  walls  . 

Food  premises  not  complying  with  byelaws  . 

Insanitary  stables  and  piggeries  . 

Public  house  urinal  . 


988 

748 

71 

54 

13 

3 
1 

20 

1 

68 

2 

1 

1 

j. 

4 

1 


(B)  On  Occupiers: 

For  nuisances  caused  bv: 

Dirty  yard,  etc.  .  8 

Accumulations  of  refuse  .  4 

Keeping  of  animals  .  1 

Preliminary  notices  served  .  988 

,,  ,,  complied  with  .  615 

Statutory  notices  served  .  363 

,,  ,,  complied  with  .  330 

Referred  to  the  Town  Clerk  for  further  action  .  102 

Legal  proceedings  .  2 


STRUCTURAL  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED,  1951 


Nature  of  Work. 

Dwelling  houses:  closed .  6 

demolished  .  5 

generally  improved  .  753 


3S 


J>rams:  provided  .  25 

relaid  .  4 

repaired  . • . .  20 

cleared  . 118 

traps,  gullies,  etc.,  provided  or  renewed  .  41 

Yards:  relaid  . 12 

repaired  . 69 

W.C’s:  newly  provided,  complete  .  12 

basins,  cisterns,  etc.,  renewed  .  201 

Dustbins:  provided  .  11 

Urinals:  repaired  3 

Baths:  provided  .  3 

Washups:  of  metal,  replaced  by  stoneware  1 

new]  5^  provided .  28 

traps,  waste-pipes,  etc.,  repaired  .  84 

Lavatories:  repaired  .  7 

Washhouses:  provided  .  2 

rebuilt  or  repaired  .  137 

floors  repaired . .  7 

Other  outbuildings:  provided  .  3 

rebuilt  or  repaired  .  130 

Water  supply:  reinstated  .  18 

Factories:  general  repairs  .  2 

Stables  and  piggeries:  closed  .  7 

repaired  .  6 

Public  houses:  drains  repaired  .  4 


Total  improvements 


1,719 
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HOUSING 

There  were  3iJ,493  inhabited  houses  in  the  Borough  at  the  end 
ol  1951. 

Fair  Rents  Information  Bureau. 

The  following  statement  by  the  Borough  Treasurei*  summarises 
the  work  of  the  Bureau  during  1951: — 

Complaints  by  tenants  of  overcharging  .  12 

Enquiries  by  landlords  .  53 

Enquiries  concerning  warrants  of  distress,  notices 

to  quit,  repairs,  etc .  72 


137 

Overcharged  rents  retunded— £9, 

Rent  Restriction  Acts. 

No  application  for  a  certificate  was  received  during  the  year. 

New  Houses. 

285  new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  as  follows: — 

Type  SiPimtion  Number 

Bungalov's  (2  bedrooms)  Bamburgh  Avenue  and 

Highfield  Boad .  30 

Houses  {3  bedrooms)  Highfield  Road .  34 

Flats  (2  bedrooms)  over 

shops  Bo  1  don  Lane  .  5 

Flats  (2  bedrooms)  over 

shops  Horsley  Hill  Square .  8 

Houses  (3  bedrooms)  Lizard  Lane  .  12 

Bungalows  (2  bedrooms)  Lizard  Lane  .  30 

Bungalows  (2  bedrooms)  Harton  Downhill  .  0 

Houses  (3  bedrooms)  Harton  Downhill  .  2 

Houses  (3  bedrooms)  Centenary  Avenue  .  2 

Bungalows  (2  bedrooms)  Centenary  Avenue  2 

Bungalows  (2  bedrooms)  Prince  Edward  Road  .  0 

Houses  (3  bedrooms)  Simonside  Section  .  30 

Houses  (2  bedrooms)  Simonside  Section  .  50 

Houses  (Terraced-2  bed¬ 
rooms)  Simonside  Section  .  62 


Total .  285 
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Housing  Administration. 

Tlie  following  table  .suinuiarises  the  work  of  the  Inspectors 


(luring  1951: — 

Houses  inspected  .  1,051 

Number  of  inspections  .  3,087 

Number  of  totally  unfit  houses  .  1,001 

Number  of  houses  not  reasonably  tit  .  988 

K. 

Rendered  fit  b}"  informal  action  .  615 

Statutory  notices  seryed  .  363 

Rendered  tit  after  Statutory  Notice . .  330 


Slum  Clearance. 

On  the  11th  April,  1951,  the  Ministry  of  Local  Ooy eminent  and 
Planning  confirmed  the  following  Compulsor}'  Purchase  Orders: — 

William  Street  Area. 

Raglan  Street  Area. 

Maxwell  Street  (No.  3)  Area. 

Ry  the  end  of  December,  1951,  William  Street  Area  had  been 
demolished  and  the  occupants  re-housed;  Pi-aglan  Street  Area  is 
now  being  cleared. 

The  following  haye  been  inspected  and  are  ready  for  representing 
to  the  Council  as  Clearance  Areas  for  the  purpose  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1935: — 

Fajnilies  Persona 


Maxwell  Street  (No.  4)  Area  152  434 

Adelaide  Street  (No.  2)  Area  .  245  720 

Tyne  Dock  (No.  1)  Area  .  277  835 


Clearance  of  these  areas  will  necessitate  the  rehousing  of  674 
families  (1989  persons). 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply. 

Tlie  number  of  milk  vendors  on  the  register  on  31st  December, 


1951,  was  as  follows; — 

Loose 

Milk 

Bottled 

Milk 

Total 

On  register  31st  December,  1959 

49 

324 

373 

Registered  during  1951  . 

— 

33 

33 

Removed  from  register  during 
1951  . 

17 

62 

79 

32 

295 

327 

Five  of  these  are  wholesale  dealers,  eight  are  producer-retailers, 
and  tv'o  are  producer-retailers  from  outside  the  town. 


Milk  (Special  Designated). 

The  following  licences  were  granted  during  the  year: — 


Estab. 

Estab. 

Estab. 

Estab. 

Supple- 

Tuberculin  Tested 

where  where 

produced  produced 
db  bottled  only 

where 

sold 

where 

Pasteurised 
or  sterilised 

rnentary 

Licences 

Total 

Milk  . 

— 

— 

10 

— 

3 

13 

Accredited . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pasteurised  . 

— 

— 

20 

1 

4 

25 

Sterilised  . 

— 

— 

275 

1 

2 

278 

— 

— 

305 

2 

9 

310 

Ice-cream. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  the  following  premises  were  registered  at  the  end  of  1951: — 

.  For 

Manufacture  For  Sale 


and  Sale 

only 

Total 

On  register  in  1950 . 

35 

128 

163 

Registered  in  1951  . 

Removed  from  register  during 

’  ' " 

18 

18 

1951  . 

11 

8 

19 

24 

138 

162 
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Meat  Inspection  at  the  Public  Abattoir. 

There  are  no  private  slaughter-houses  in  the  town;  all  slaughtering 
of  animals  for  food  must  be  carried  out  at  the  Public  Abattoir. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  ot  animals  slaughtered 
at  the  Public  Abattoir  during  the  past  nine  years: — 


1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Beasts  . 

5317 

5167 

5240 

5361 

5183 

5051 

5375 

6597 

8090 

Calves  . 

14 

31 

72 

35 

15 

11 

966 

8 

782 

Sheep  . 

22369 

20339 

23290 

25451 

17454 

16693 

19832 

20151 

19494 

Pigs  . 

93 

68 

182 

96 

56 

123 

225 

1137 

2746 

Coats  . 

47 

103 

54 

31 

69 

18 

24 

— 

33 

Total  . 

27840 

25708 

28838 

30974 

22777 

21896 

26422 

27893 

31145 

Food  Inspected  and  Rejected  as  Unfit. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  food  rejected  during 
the  year: — 

At  the  Abattoir: — 


On  account  of  Tuberculosis: — 


Cows 

Heifers 

Bullocks 

Bulls 

Calves 

Pigs 

Total 

Whole  carcases  and 
offal  . 

37 

20 

6 

1 

5 

69 

Animals  with  parts 
or  organs  rejected 

253 

160 

147 

— 

— 

160 

720 

Total  animals 

affected . 

290 

180 

153 

1 

— 

165 

789 

Parts  and  organs  rejected  on  account  of  Tuberculosis: — 


Cows 

Heifers 

Bullocks 

Bulls 

Calves 

Pigs 

Forequarters . 

5 

— 

5 

— 

_ 

Hindquarters . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Feet  . 

20 

_ ■ 

Bibs  .  . 

2 

Heads  . 

75 

86 

63 

107i 

Plucks 

84 

Lungs  r  . 

227 

133 

127 

Hearts  f 

Livers  . 

19 

14 

11 

Stomachs  . 

9 

3 

5 

-- 

____ 

5 

Fats  and  Cuts 

52 

35 

35 

60 

Hidnevs 

Udders  . 

7 

1 

2 

Spleens  .  . 

9 

2 

Diaphragms  . 

26 

6 

12 

— 

— 

— 
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Weight  of  meat  and  offal  (excluding  lungs,  tripes  and  guts) 
rejected  on  account  of  Tuberculosis: — 

Beef  64,480  lbs.  Pork  14,853  lbs. 

Weight  of  beef  and  pork  35  tons  8  cwt.  37  lbs. 

Weight  of  lungs,  tripes  and  guts, 

11,036  lbs .  4  tons  18. cwt.  60  lbs. 

Total  weight  rejected  on  account  of 

Tuberculosis  . 40  tons  6  cwt.  97  lbs. 


Comparative  Table  showing  the  Percentage  of  Animals  found  to  be 
affected  with  Tuberculosis  during  the  past  seven  years 


Year 

Cattle 

ex¬ 

cluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

Number  of  animals  killed  and 

1945 

4866 

374 

72 

182 

inspected. 

1946 

4962 

399 

35 

96 

1947 

4741 

422 

15 

56 

1948 

4740 

311 

11 

123 

1949 

5101 

274 

966 

225 

1950 

5584 

1013 

8 

1137 

1951 

7017 

1073 

782 

2746 

Whole  carcas3s  rejected 

1945 

9 

6 

— 

_ 

1946 

17 

13 

— 

— 

1947 

14 

17 

— 

— 

1948 

9 

11 

— 

1 

• 

1949 

13 

5 

1 

2 

1950 

15 

49 

— 

3 

1951 

27 

37 

— 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

1945 

399 

140 

— 

13 

or  organ  was  rejected. 

1946 

595 

110 

— 

2 

1947 

292 

70 

1 

2 

1948 

362 

52 

1 

6 

1949 

256 

48 

— 

8 

1950 

324 

344 

— 

22 

1951 

307 

253 

— 

160 

Percentage  of  animals  affected 

1945 

8.4% 

39.0% 

— 

7.2% 

with  tuberculosis. 

1946 

12.33% 

30.83% 

— 

2.08% 

1947 

6.4% 

19.70/^ 

6.7% 

3.60/0 

1948 

7.8% 

20.3% 

9.1% 

5.6% 

1949 

5.3% 

19.3% 

0.1% 

4.4% 

1950 

6.1% 

38.80/^ 

2.20/0 

1951 

4.76% 

27.03% 

— 

5.9% 

Carcases  and  Organs  rejected  for  other  diseases  and  conditions  1951. 
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Carcases  and  Organs  rejected  for  other  diseases  and  conditions,  1951  (Continued). 
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Total  weight  of  Meat  and  Offal  (excluding  lungs,  tripes  and  guts) 
rejected  at  the  Abattoir  for  all  diseases  (excepting  tuberculosis)  and 

unwholesome  conditions 

Beef  52,766  lbs.  and  531  lbs.  beef  (bruised). 

Mutton  3,948  lbs.  and  68  lbs.  mutton  (bruised). 

Pork  .  12,717  lbs.  and  16  lbs.  pork  (bruised). 


70,046  lbs. =31  tons  5  cwts.  46  lbs. 
Lungs,  tripes,  guts  6,069  lbs. 

1135  portions  of  liver  4,394  lbs. 


10,463  lbs. =4  tons  13  cwts.  47  lbs. 


Miscellaneous  parts  (legs, 'flanks,  shoulders,  shanks,  etc.)  rejected 
due  to  arthritis,  fractures,  abscesses,  etc.: — 

Beef  288  lbs. 

Pork  145  lbs. 

Mutton  18  lbs. 

451  lbs.=4cwt.  3  lbs. 


Total — 36  tons  2  cwts.  96  lbs. 

The  details  of  food  rejected  in  the  previous  paragraph  are  summarised 

in  the  following  table 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  REJECTED  IN  1951 


Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed. 

7017 

1073 

782 

19494  + 
33  goats 

2746 

Number  inspected. 

7017 

1073 

782 

19494  + 
33  goats 

2746 

All  diseases  except  tuber¬ 
culosis  : — 

Whole  carcases 
rejected 

4 

2 

12 

47 

33 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  rejected 

3502 

302 

_ 

369 

65 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis 

49.1% 

28.2% 

1  .<)  /() 

0  1  o/ 

^  A) 

8  6°/ 
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Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Tuberculosis  only  : — 
Whole  carcases 
rejected. 

27 

37 

5 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  rejected. 

307 

253 

. 

100 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis. 

4.70% 

27.03% 

— 

— 

5.9% 

Food  rejected  outside  Abattoir 

The  details  of  food  rejected  in  the  previous  paragraph  are  sum¬ 


marised  in  the  following  table. 
Tins  or  packets 


Milk  .  1940 

Beans  and  peas  .  1167 

Jams .  1256 

Meat  products .  1882 

Vegetables  .  81 

Fish  .  155 

Soup  .  304 

Fruit .  668 

Tomatoes .  1191 

Miscellaneous  .  1906 

Ham  .  945 

Pies  .  120 


Approximate 

weight  .  9  tons 


Products  from,  Bulk 


Beef  . 

1486 

lbs. 

Pork  . 

271 

lbs. 

Mutton 

441 

lbs. 

Bacon . 

544 

lbs. 

Poultry,  etc . 

.  386 

lbs. 

Fish 

641 

lbs. 

Liver  . 

50 

lbs. 

Sausage  . 

197 

lbs. 

Flour 

.  190 

lbs. 

Fruit 

101 

lbs. 

Biscuits  . 

593 

lbs. 

Rationed  fats 

.  784 

lbs. 

Cereals  . 

345 

lbs. 

Cheese  . 

147 

lbs. 

Approximately  If  tons. 


Total  Weight — lOf  tons. 
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Sampling  of  food  and  drugs 

During  the  year,  529  samples  were  taken  (including  6  formal) 
as  shown  below: — 


Chemical  Analyses. 

Designated  Milk. 
Sterilised  Milk 
T.T.  (Farm  Bottled) 
T.T.  (Pasteurised) 
Pasteurised  . 

Raw  Milk  . 

General 
Dry  Goods 
Drugs 

Solid  Cream 
Ice-Cream 


Miscellaneous 
Swimming  Baths 

Drinking  Water  (fluoriiie  content) 
Water  . 

Bacterial  Analyses 

Designated  Milks 
T.T.  (Farm  Bottled) 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

Pasteurised  . 

Sterilised  . 

Untreated  Milk 

Raw  Milk . ; . 

Milk  Products 

Ice  Cream  . 

Biological  Analyses 

Raw  Milk . 

T.T.  (Farm  Bottled)  . 


15 

52 

36 

46 

—  149 

12 


40 

15 

1 

15 


16 

81 

1 


71 


232 


98 


54 

35 

47 

15 


11 


181 


16 

2 

—  IS 


T  otal 


529 
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Three  informal  samples  of  milk  were  found  to  be  not  genuine 
and  “follow-up”  samples  were  taken.  In  two  of  the  latter  cases 
(both  from  the  same  farm)  the  milk  was  found  to  contain  added 
water,  and  legal  proceedings  were  instituted.  The  person  concerned 
was  fined  £20  and  £6  costs. 

Two  samples  of  ice-cream  were  below  standard  and  warning 
letters  were  sent  to  the  manufacturers. 

Bacteriologically,  ice-cream  was  better  this  year — no  Grade  4 
was  recorded.  There  were  seven  samples  grade  1,  four  grade  2, 
and  four  grade  3. 

Food  Hygiene 

A  “Safe  Food  Exhibition”  was  held  in  the  Municipal  Clinic  from 
the  29th  October  until  the  3rd  November,  1951.  It  was  attended 
by  1,871  people.  Groups  of  persons  were  conducted  through  the 
exhibition  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  the  salient  points  of  the 
exhibits  pointed  out. 

Under  the  Food  Byelaws  75  premises  were  inspected  and  the 
following  indicates  the  conditions  found: — 


Hot 

Water 

Supply 

in 

Premises 

Wash  Basins 

One 

Wash -up 
Sink 

2  or  more 
Wash-up 
and 

Sterilising 

Sinks 

General 

Cold 

Water 

only 

Hot 

and 

Cold 

Water 

Type  of 
IT'eniisefi 

Total 

Good 

Fair 

Poor 

Bad 

Bakerv  . 

57 

49 

4 

17 

41 

14 

37 

15 

4 

1 

Cafe  . 

9 

7 

•> 

5 

4 

5 

6 

2 

1 

— 

Snack  Bar. ... 
Miscell. 

Food 

3 

3 

— 

2 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Factory  .... 

3 

3 

— 

3 

— 

3 

]. 

1 

1 

— 

( tenera  1  .... 

3 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Total  .... 

75 

63 

6 

28 

48 

23 

48 

20 

6 

1 

At  the  Market  Place,  only  two  stalls  (except  fruit  and  vegetable 
stalls)  sell  food.  In  both  cases,  prepared  shell-fish  can  be  obtained 
but  the  food  is  displayed  under  transparent  covers. 

Milk  Regulations,  1949 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  report  for  any  action  under  regulation 
20  with  reference  to  infected,  milk. 
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Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947/48 

No  manufacturer  in  the  town  uses  a  “Cold  Mix.’'  All  local  ice¬ 
cream  is  heat  treated,  using  equipment  in  accordance  with  the 
Regulations. 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926 

Seven  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  were  generally 
satisfactory. 

The  attention  of  one  basic  slag  trader  was  called  to  the  omission 
on  his  “Statement”  of  any  reference  to  the  fineness  of  grinding. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  1950 

No  contraventions  of  the  Act  or  Orders  were  reported  during  the 
year. 


INSPECTION  UNDER  THE  SHOPS  ACTS 


Number  of  Shops 


Number  of  Shops  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1951,  excluding 
stalls  in  Market  Place  and  including  cinemas  and  petrol  filling 
stations: — 


Occupied  .  1718 

Vacant  .  79 


1797 


Twenty-seven  additional  shops  have  been  added  to  the  Register, 
Marsden  Estate,  Simonside  Ward  and  Boldon  Lane  being  new 
premises  and  one  taken  over  in  the  Extension  of  the  Borough 
Boundary  to  Whiteleas. 

Six  shops  have  been  demolished  under  a  Council  Clearing  Order 
making  an  increase  in  the  number  of  shops  of  twenty-one. 

Assistants 

Assistants  are  employed  in  960  shops;  the  remaining  shops  occupied 
758,  being  conducted  by  the  occupiers. 

Licensed  Premises 

The  number  of  premises  on  the  register  which  are  licensed  for  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  to  be  consumed  on  the  premises,  is  116, 
in  none  of  these  premises  are  any  assistants  employed  under  the 
age  of  18  years. 

Visits  to  Premises 

Number  of  visits  paid  to  shops,  including  stalls  and  cafes  on  fore¬ 
shores,  motor-filling  stations,  licensed  premises  2,035,  excluding 
visits  to  premises  after  closing  hours  and  Sundays. 

Interviews  and  appointments — 24. 

Complaints  received  and  investigated — 49. 
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Infringements  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950 

Not  closing  shop  on  weekly  Half  Holiday  at  1  p.rn. 
Section  1  (1)  . 

Not  exhibiting  Notices  in  respect  of  Early  Closing  Hay, 


Section  1  (3)  7 

Trading  after  hours,  Section  2(1)  22 

Not  exhibiting  assistants’  weekly  holiday  Notices, 

Section  17  (2)  .  07 


Not  keeping  in  prescribed  form  a  record  of  the  names 
and  hours  worked  by  persons  employed  about  the 
business  of  a  Shop  on  Sunday,  and  of  the  days  in 
the  week  each  person  received  compensatory 
holidays  for  Sunday  employment — Section  22  (3) .  9 

Record  of  Hours  of  Work  of  Young  Persons  not  bemg 

kept  up  to  date.  Section  32  (2)  12 

Not  keeping  records  of  hours  of  employment  of  Young 
Persons  and  not  exhibiting  the  forms  and  notices 
required — Section  32  (2)  17 

Failing  to  display  Notices  of  Conditions  of  Employment 

of  a  Young  Person — Section  32  (3)  .  3 

Not  providing  seats  for  female  shop  assistants  Section 

37  (1)  3 

Not  exhibiting  Notices  statmg  seats  are  provided — 

Section  37  (2)  .  33 

Failing  to  provide  suitable  heating  arrangements 

Section  38  (B)  .  5 

Trading  on  Sundays  (Section  47)  11 

Not  exhibiting  Notices  stating  the  purpose  for  which  a 

Shop  is  open  on  a  Sunday  (Section  57)  .  9 
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These  infringements  were  first  offences  and  the  persons  in  default 
were  cautioned  and  instructed  by  tlie  Inspector,  134  verbally  and 
00  by  written  intimation.  In  six  cases  a  letter  of  caution  was, 
on  the  instruction  of  the  Committee,  sent  by  the  Town  Clerk. 


Proceedings  were  taken  by  the  Town  Clerk  on  the  instructions 
of  the  Health  Committee  against  traders  for  the  following  offences: — 


Trading  in  prohibited  articles  on  a  Sunday  (two)  Fined  £8 

Failing  to  allow  an  Assistant  a  Weekl}?^  Half  Holi¬ 
day  Fined  10/- 

Failing  to  allow  Compensatory  Holiday  for  Sun¬ 
day  Employment  . Fined  10/- 

Failing  to  keep  records  of  Sunday  Employment  Fined  10/- 

Permitting  a  Young  Person  to  work  in  excess  ot 

48  hours  .  Fined  10/- 


The  Corporation  w  as  allow^ed  £4  12s.  Od.  costs  by  the  Magistrates. 

Circulars  explaining  the  various  Shops  Acts  were  issued  to  traders 
wFere  required. 

Provision  for  these  earlier  closing  hours  are  provided  in  the 
Shops  Act  of  1950.  In  addition  to  this  Act  there  are  twelve  orders 
made  by  the  Council.  Each  year  a  South  Shields  (Ocean  Road  and 
Foreshores)  Sunday  Trading  Order  is  made  permitting  certain 
articles  to  be  sold  on  a  Sunday  under  Section  51  of  the  Shops  Act, 
1950. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


The  following  tables  give  the  corrected  figures  of  all  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  notified  in  the  Borough  during  1951: — 

Table  A  — Age  Groups.  ♦ 

,,  B  — Ward  Distribution. 

,,  C  — Seasonal  Incidence. 

,,  D  — Comparative  figures  for  past  10  years. 


E  —  ,,  ,,  for  England  and  Wales. 


Table  A. —  Age  Group  of  Notifications,  1951. 


Disease 


Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . 

Measles  . 

Diphtheria . 

Pneumonia  :  influenzal 
primary 

Dysentery  . 

Smallpox  . 

Encephalitis  . 

Enteric  Fever  . 

Erysipelas  . 

Meningococcal 

infection . 

Food  poisoning  . 

Puerperal  pyrexia . 

Ophthalmia 

neonatorum  . 

Malaria  . 

Pemphigus 

neonatorum  . 

Tuberculosis  : 

respiratory . 

non-respiratory . 


Total 


At 

1 

3 

all 

Under 

& 

& 

5— 

10— 

15— 

25— 

45— 

ages 

1 

2 

4 

9 

14 

24 

44 

64 

65— 

208 

1 

18 

55 

113 

14 

4 

3 

. 

519 

47 

151 

150 

162 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

7 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1704 

109 

508 

606 

474 

2 

5 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

1 

1 

■■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

9 

8 

120 

21 

8 

8 

5 

1 

6 

20 

30 

21 

20 

1 

1 

5 

4 

2 

1 

3 

3 

— 

5 

_ 

1 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

29 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

11 

9 

7 

3 

2 

_ 

_ 

1 

-  - 

___ 

_ 

11 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

2 

D 

w 

33 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

21 

— 

— 

0 

0 

_ 

3 

1 

208 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

0 

4 

13 

14 

52 

67 

45 

5 

30 

— 

9 

2 

5 

7 

7 

9 

2 

9 

2944 

191 

700 

844 

779 

42 

94 

147 

102 

45 

Table  B. — Ward  Distribution  of  Notifications,  1951 
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TABLE  C. — Seasonal  Incidence  of  Notifications,  1951. 
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Table  D. — Comparative  Notifications  for  the  past  ten  years. 
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Table  E. — Comparative  Case  rates  per  1,000  of  population  of  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  1951. 
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Hospital  treatment 

During  1951,  225  cases  of  infectious  diseases  belonging  to  South 
Shields  were  treated  in  hospitals  as  under: — 


Sunderland 


Scarlet  Fever  . 

Deans 
Hosp. 
.  107 

General 

Hosp. 

Ingham 

Infirmary 

I.D. 

Hosp, 

1 

Total 

108 

Enteric  Fever  . 

1 

3 

— 

— 

4 

Diphtheria  . 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Acute  polio mv©htis  . 

6 

• — 

— 

— 

() 

Dysentery . 

3 

1 

1 

— 

5 

Food  poisoning . 

— 

1 

■ — 

— 

1 

Meningococcal  infection  . 

— 

2 

1 

— 

3 

Pneumonia . 

— 

21 

3 

— 

24 

Measles  . 

.  47 

— 

— 

— 

47 

Erysipelas  . 

3 

— 

—  , 

— 

3 

Malaria  . 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Gastro  enteritis  . 

1 

— 

■ — 

— 

1 

Acute  encephalitis  . 

1 

3 

1 

— 

5 

Whooping  Cough  . 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Chickenpox  . 

9 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Total  . 

.  185 

S5SS 

33 

6 

1 

225 

In  addition,  21  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Deans  Hospital, 
suspected  to  be  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  which  were  not 
confirmed  on  subsequent  diagnosis. 


Infectious  Disease  Contacts 

12  persons  who  entered  the  country  by  sea  or  air  had  been  in 
contact  with,  or  had  come  from  ports  infected  with  typhus  fever 
(6)  and  smallpox  (6);  while  2  persons  had  been  in  contact  in 
another  part  of  the  country  with  poliomyelitis,  and  2  with  enteric 
fever. 

All  these  contacts  were  kept  under  supervision  for  the  necessary 
period  but  none  contracted  any  of  the  diseases. 

Food  Poisoning 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  cases  which  occurred  dining 
the  year. 

(1)  1st  Quarter — 1.  2nd  Quarter — 3.  3rd  Quarter — 4. 

4th  Quarter — 4,  Total — 12. 


GO 


(2)  Outbreaks  due  to  Identified  Agents: — 

Total:  1.  Total  Cases:  2. 

(Salmonella  organisms). 

(2)  Outbreaks  of  Undiscovered  Cause: 
Total:  3.  Total  Cases:  b. 


(4)  Single  Cases: 

Agents  identified: 

(а)  Salmonella  organisms  . L 

(б)  Staphylococcus  aureus  I 

(c)  B.  proteus  .  1 

Unknown  cause  1 

Total  Single  oases  4 


Laboratory  Examinations 

The  following  is  a  classified  list  of  pathological  examinations, 
etc.,  carried  out  at  various  laboratories  for  the  Public  Health 
])epartment. 


At  the  Public  Health  General 
Public  Laboratory,  Hospital, 
Health  Newcastle  South 

Dept.  Shields 

Thi’oat  Swabs  .  161  —  16 

Urine  .  —  —  28 

Faeces  —  394  2 

Miscellaneous  — ^91 


161  403  47 


Total 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT 
SECTION  22.— CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Notification  of  Births 

The  number  of  births  notified  or  registered  in  the  Borough  during 
1951  was  as  follows: — 

Live  Still 

Births  Births 

Domiciliary  Births: 

Notified  by  mid  wives  1,378  16 

Notified  by  doctors  .  2  — 

Registered  (and  not  notified)  .  —  — 

Births  m  General  Hospital: 

Notified  by  midwives .  406  35 


1,786  51 

Less — ^Born  in  General  Hospital  to  mothers 

not  normally  resident  in  the  Borough:  82  8 


1,704  43 

Add — Born  in  Institutions  outside  Borough 

to  mothers  normally  resident  in  the  town:  *192  *4 

Born  at  private  residence  outside  Borough 

to  mother  normally  resident  in  the  town:  1  — 


Net  total  .  1,897  47 


*The  institutions  outside  the  Borough  where  the  births  occurred, 
were  as  follows: — 

Live  Still 
Births  Births 

Danesfield  Maternity  Home,  Jarrow  .  102  — 

Princess  Mary’s  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon 

Tyne . - .  44  2 

Lealholme  Nursing  Home,  Sunderland  .  8  — 

Hopedene  Maternity  Hospital,  Newcastle  7  — 

Ashleigh  Nursing  Home,  Gosforth  5  — 

Royal  Infirmary,  Sunderland  . 5  1 

Fernwood  House,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  3  — 

Preston  Hospital,  North  Shields  .  3  — 
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Live  Still 

Births  Births 


Thorpe  Maternity  Hospital,  Easington  .  3  — 

Maternity  Hospital,  Sunderland  .  2  — 

Priory  Nursing  Home,  Tynemouth  2  — 

Maternity  Hospital,  Croxdale  .  2  — 

Dry  burn  Hospital,  Durham  .  1  1 

Gables,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  .  1  — 

General  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  1  — 

Crossgate  Hospital,  Durham  .  1  — 

Mona  Taylor  Maternity  Hospital,  New¬ 
castle  .  i  — 

Cha])el  House,  Atherstone  .  1  — 


192  4 


The  total  births  1,897  correspond  to  a  birth  rate  for  1951  of  18.1 
per  1, ()()()  of  the  population  as  compared  with  18.4  in  1950  and  19.6 
in  1949. 

Included  in  this  total  are  22  sets  of  twins: — 

7  sets  born  at  home. 

14  sets  born  in  General  Hospital. 

1  set  born  in  Princess  Mary’s  Hospital. 

Premature  Infants 

The  number  of  Premature  infants  (i.e.  weighing  5^  lbs.  or  less  at- 
birth)  notified  during  the  year  as  belonging  South  Shields  was  113; 
55  of  these  were  born  at  home,  51  in  the  General  Hospital  and  7  in 
hospitals  outside  town. 

The  survival  of  these  during  the  first  28  days  of  life  is  shown  in 
the  following  table: — 


Bom  and  Bom  at  home,  Bom  in  hospitals.  | Grand 

nursed  entirely  at  Jiome.  transferred  to  hospital.  |  Total 
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Ophthalmia  N eonatorum. 

There  were  6  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  notified  during  tlie 
year  occurring  in  domiciliary  confinements. 

No  impairment  of  vision  occurred  in  any  of  these  cases. 

39  other  cases  of  “discharging  eyes”  were  notified  by  midwives. 

Five  of  these  cases  were  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
There  was  no  impairment  of  vision  in  the  remainder  of  the  cases,  nor 
of  the  two  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  1950. 


Pemphigus  Neonatorum . 

One  case  only  was  notified,  it  occurred  in  the  General  Hospital 
Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

33  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified,  28  of  which  occurred 
in  the  General  Hospital  as  compared  with  a  total  of  11  cases  notified 
in  1950.  Three  of  the  five  cases  nursed  at  home  were  referred  to  the 
nurses  of  the  South  Shields  and  District  Nursing  Association. 

The  new  Puerperal  Pjrrexia  Regulations  which  came  into  force 
on  1st  August,  1951  defines  puerperal  pyrexia  as  ‘‘any  febrile  con¬ 
dition  occurring  in  a  woman  in  whom  a  temperature  of  100.4°  F.  or 
more  has  occurred  within  fourteen  davs  after  childbirth  or  mis- 
carriage”,  while  the  previous  Regulations  defined  it  as  a  temperature 
of  100.4°  F.  sustained  during  a  period  of  24  hours  or  recurring 
during  that  period. 

Infant  Mortality 

There  were  76  deaths  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
(40  boys  and  36  girls);  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  39  per  1,000 
births.  The  neo-natal  infant  mortality  was  24  per  1,000  births. 

Deaths  among  illegitimate  children  numbered  2  out  of  93  births, 
compared  with  74  deaths  among  1,840  legitimate  children. 

The  principal  causes  of  deaths  in  infants  were: — 


Prematurity  .  19 

Congenital  defects  .  23 

Bronchitis  3 

Pneumonia  .  10 

Enteritis  .  2 

Other  causes  ]<) 
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Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  two  deaths  among  South  Shields  mothers  during  the 
year  as  a  result  of  pregnancy. 

The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows: — 

(1)  Haemorrhage:  ruptured  ectopic  gestation. 

(2)  Haemorrhage  and  shock:  retained  placenta. 

The  maternal  death-rate  was  1.01  per  1,000  total  births  as 
compared  with  1.46  in  1950.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
0.79  per  1,000  total  births. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Two  clinics  are  in  use  as  follows:- — 

Municipal  Clinic,  Stanhope  Parade,  and  the 


“Nook”  Assembly  Hall,  Cleadon. 

Number  of  sessions  held  during  the  year  .  264 

Women  attending  . .  1,840 

New  Cases  .  1,717 

Total  attendances  .  10,705 


Post-Natal  Clinics 

Patients  were  seen  at  the 

Municipal  Clinic,  Stanhope  Parade,  and 


“Nook”  Assembly  Hall,  Cleadon. 

Number  of  sessions  held  during  the  year  .  48 

Women  attending  (total)  .  88 

New  cases  .  88 

Total  attendances  .  131 


Table  6.-  DEATHS  DURING  1951  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 

CAUSES  AND  AGES. 


'UrsES  OF  Death 

i 

1 

Under  1  Week 

m 

CO 

Qj 

>- 

CM 

1 — 1 

•2-3  Weeks  | 

3-4-  Weeks 

Total  under 

4  4Veeks 

1-3  months 

1 

Cfl 

Ad 

Ed 

o 

fe—l 

1 

1 

6-9  Months 

9-12  Months 

Total  Deaths 
under  1  year 

Males 

y. 

-A 

g: 

i-H 

q; 

All  c 

uises  :  Oertiiied  . 

40 

3 

1 

_ 

44 

8 

11 

7 

4 

74 

40 

34 

Uncertilied  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Code 

OOE 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ _ 

_ 

_ _ 

1 

1 

1 

057 

Meningococcal  infection 

1 

1 

1 

085 

Measles . 

1 

1 

1 

331 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . 

1 

1 

9 

9 

9 

353 

Epilepsy  . 

1 

1 

1 

301 

Otitis  media 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

491 

Broncho  ])neumonia  . 

3 

2 

9 

9 

493 

Pneumonia  ..  . 

1 

1 

1 

500 

-Acute  Broncliitis 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ _ 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

3 

3 

570 

Intestinal  obstruction 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

571 

(iastro  Enteritis 

1 

1 

9 

f 

1 

744 

Diseases  of  muscle  ... 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

751 

Spina  bifida  ..  . 

1 

1 

1 

752 

Congenital  hydrocephalus 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

<54/9  Congenital  malformations 

3 

1 

_ 

_ 

4 

2 

1 

- 

_ 

7 

3 

4 

760 

Birth  iniurv 

4 

4 

A 

Q 

1 

762 

Postnatal  asphyxia  and 

atelectasis 

11 

_ 

11 

11 

a 

3 

763 

Pneumoni  t  of  new  born 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

•? 

1 

1 

773 

Ill  defined 

1 

I _ 

1 

1 

4. 

1 

3 

7  74 

Immaturity  ... 

17 

1 

.  18 

1 

1 

19 

() 

10 

780 

Neryous  system  and  sjjecia] 

■ 

senses  . 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

3 

9 

1 

L.921  Inhalation  of  food  causina: 

suffocation 

— 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

L.92 

4  Accidental  suffocation 

i 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Total  ... 

41 

1 

.  4 

1 

46 

8 

11 

4 

LJ 

40 

36 

Net  Birtlis  in  the  year  : — 


Net  deaths  in  tlie  year  :• — 


Legitimate 


l,8-t()  Legitimate  infants 


Illegitimate 


lid  Illegitimate  infants 
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Table  7. — DEATHS  DURING  1951  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  :  CAUSES  AND  WARD 

DISTRIBUTION. 
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*The  births  dealt  with  in  this  table  are  (a)  1,704  live  births  notified  under  the  Public  Health  Act  ;  and  (6)  103 
inward  transfers  from  other  districts,  but  82  births  in  the  General  Hospital  among  non-residents  of  the  Borough 
are  excluded.  Rlsewhcre  iu  this  report  the  Regi-strar-General’s  fig\ires  of  birtlis  registered  during  the  calendar 
yea.r  have  been  used,  for  the  calculation  of  birth  rates. 


69 


Day  Nurseries 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  work  of  the  two  Day  Nurseries, 
Nos.  1  and  29,  Beach  Road,  for  the  past  year.  There  is  accommo¬ 
dation  for  40  children  in  each  nursery. 


1  Beach 

29  Beach 

Road 

Road 

No.  of  children  on  the  register  at  end  of  1959 

39 

37 

Admissions  during  1951: — 

Under  2  years  old  . 

12 

14 

2 — 5  years  old . 

13 

27 

No.  of  attendances  durmg  1951: — 

Under  2  years  old  . 

1,978 

1,714 

2 — 5  years  old . 

5,203 

4,535 

Average  attendance  per  session: — 

Under  2  years  old  . . 

7.3 

6.4 

2 — 5  years  old 

19.2 

17.0 

No.  of  children  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  1951:— 

Under  2  years  old  . 

10 

11 

2 — 5  years  old . 

24 

24 

The  prevalence  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  during  the  year 
caused  a  decrease  in  the  attendances. 

Taken  over  the  whole  year,  the  percentage  of  children  whose 
mothers  were  in  full  employment  was  93%  and  4.5%  were  com¬ 
passionate  cases.  Applications  for  admission  are  considered  and 
approved  by  a  special  committee. 

Domestic  Help  Scheme 

Eight  full-time  and  two  part-time  domestic  helps  were  employed 
at  end  of  year.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  demand  for 


domestic  helps.  During  1951, 

224  cases  were  provided  with 

domes- 

tic  helps,  as  follows: — 

Cases 

Hours 

Oiven 

Illness  . 

.  44 

3059 

Maternity . 

.  45 

1992 

Aged: 

{a)  Illness  . 

.  112 

6933 

(6)  Infirmity  . 

.  23 

2870 

Total 


224 


14854 
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Ultra  Violet-ray  Treatment 

228  children  made  3,149  attendances.  Conditions  treated  were: — 


Debility  105 

Chest  diseases  .  39 

Rickets,  etc.  .  72 

Skin  diseases  .  0 

Other  .  0 


Care  of  Illegitimate  Children 

The  scheme  for  the  care  of  illegitimate  children  and  unmarried 
mothers  is  carried  out  by  a  joint  committee  of  the  Council  and  the 
J arrow  Deanery  Moral  Welfare  Association.  A  full-time  welfare 
worker  is  employed  with  an  office  in  South  Shields.  Her  duties, 
however,  also  embrace  the  areas  of  neighbouring  authorities. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
welfare  worker  for  South  Shields  cases  during  1951: — 

No.  of  unmarried  mothers  seeking  help  and  advice  .  35 

,,  married  women  with  illegitimate  children  .  13 


mothers  admitted  to  hostels  11 

South  Shields  children  placed  elsewhere  15 

calls  at  the  office  .  902 

visits  by  welfare  worker . ^ .  272 


Dental  Treatment 

The  tables  on  the  following  page  give  a  summary  of  the  work 
carried  out  by  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Dental  Surgeon 
during  1951. 


(a)  Niiml^ers  provided  vitli  dental  care 
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SECTION  23.  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Intention  to  practise 

40  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practise  during  1951. 
Of  these,  18  were  in  the  maternity  hospital,  and  22  were  municipal 
domiciliary  midwives.  At  the  end  of  the  year  20  midwives  were 
in  the  municipal  service  and  15  in  the  maternity  hospital. 

Suspension  from  practice 

Eight  temporary  suspensions  of  midwives  were  notified  to  the 
Central  Midwives  Board  on  account  of  infectious  conditions  as 


follows; — 

Puerperal  pyrexia  .  3 

Chicken  pox  .  1 

Scarlet  fever  1 

Pemphigus  neonatorum  .  1 

Whooping  cough .  1 

Unidentified  .  1 


Domiciliary  Midwives 

1,395  births,  were  attended  in  then  own  homes,  202  less  than  in 
1950.  In  454  cases  the  services  of  a  doctor  as  well  as  a  midwife 
were  engaged.  In  277  cases  medical  aid  was  sought  by  the  midwives 
under  Section  9  (1)  of  the  Midwives  Act,  1936. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  domiciliary 
mid  wives  during  1951: — 

Number  of  cases  attended: — 


As  midwives  .  934 

As  nurses  .  .  454 


Other  cases  (miscarriages,  etc.)  47 

In  addition  179  patients  were  attended  on  then  discharge  from 
hospital  before  the  14th  day. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  were  as  follows: — 


Morning  visits  19,962 

Evening  visits  4,583 

Pre-natal  visits  7,450 

Post-natal  visits  1,665 


Total 


33,660 
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Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. 

1,021  patients  had  ‘‘gas  and  air”  analgesia  administered  by  the 
midwives  in  their  confinements.  This  represents  71%  of  home 


deliveries. 

(а)  When  acting  as  a  midwife .  676 

(б)  When  acting  as  a  maternity  Nurse  345 


All  the  municipal  midwives  are  now  qualified  to  administer 
analgesia. 


Notifications  from  Midwives 

The  following  notifications  were  received  at  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  from  domiciliary  midwives: — 

Sendmg  for  medical  aid .  281  (277  cases,  281  causes). 

Intention  to  practise  26 

Artificial  feeding  135 

Deaths:  Mothers  2 

Infants .  8 

Still  births  .  13 

Source  of  infection  . .  21 


Medical  Aid  under  Section  9  (1)  of  the  Midwives’  Act,  1936 


The  principal  reasons  for  calling  in  medical  aid  were: — 
(a)  Domiciliary  Cases — 

(1)  Mothers: 

Malpresentations,  delayed  or  prolonged  labour 

Abortion  or  threatened  abortion  . 

Haemorrhage  .  . 

Perineal  rupture  . 

Increased  pulse  and  temperature 
Albuminuria,  oedema 

Retained  placenta  . 

Other  causes . 


18 

27 

29 

74 

11 

5 

14 

25 


(2)  Babies: 

Prematurity 
Feebleness  and  jaundice 
Discharging  eyes 

Deformities,  injury . 

Cold  . 

Other  causes . 


9 

7 

39 

1 

5 

17 


281 
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(/;)  Institutional  Cases  where  Medical  Aid  was 

Summoned,  Numbered  145 

Total  426 

Part  II  Training  School  for  Pupil  Midwives 

Tlie  folloMTiig  is  a  summary  of  the  work: — 

In  training  on  1st  January,  1951  12 

New  students  during  1951  9 

8till  in  training  on  31st  December,  1951  5 

Number  of  students  who  entered  for  Part  II  of  the 

Board’s  Examination  16 

Number  of  students  who  passed  examination  .  16 

8ix  pupils  completed  training  to  administer  “gas  and  air” 
analgesia. 

Six  former  pupils  are  now  engaged  in  midwifery  in  the  Borough. 

Wassermann  Tests 

1,598  routine  Wassermann  tests  were  carried  out,  of  whom  11 
gave  positive  results.  1 1  patients  were  referred  to  special  clinics. 
In  addition  14  patients  were  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic. 

Defects  Found 

The  following  were  the  defects  found  among  the  mothers; — - 


Dental  caries  326 

Respiratory  diseases  30 

Varicose  veins  147 

Oedema  .  49 

Albuminuria  38 

Raised  blood  pressure  91 

Glycosuria  ,  2 

Cardiac  disease  .  54 


Rhesus  Factor 

1,181  specimens  of  blood  from  expectant  mothers  and  26  cord 
specimens  from  babies  were  examined  for  Rhesus  Factor.  966  had 
positive  re-action  and  215  were  negative.  (Seven  mothers  were 
admitted  to  hospital  with  active  anti-bodies). 

Maternity  Outfits 

1,477  complete  outhts  were  distributed  to  expectant  mothers 
from  the  Health  Department  during  1951. 
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Training  Courses 

Two  of  the  municipal  midwives  undertook  a  post-graduate 
training  course. 


SECTION  24.— HEALTH  VISITING 

During  1951  the  Health  Visitors  paid  the  following  visits  to  homes: 


Expectant  mothers:  1st  visits  .  370 

Post-natal  mothers . .  219 

Children  under  1  year  of  age:  1st  visits  .  1,934 

Subsequent  visits  9,577 

Children  between  1  and  5  years:  visits  17,350 

Visits  re  still  births .  50 

,,  infant  deaths  .  61 

,,  adopted  children  .  29 

,,  domestic  helps  50 

,,  tuberculosis  4,423 

,,  other  infectious  diseases . .  3,718 


Child  Welfare  Centres 

Four  morning  and  seven  afternoon  clinics  are  held  each  week 
Two  of  the  morning  clinics  are  devoted  to  toddlers.  Five  sessions 
are  held  at  the  Municipal  Clinic  and  six  at  the  branch  clinics,  as 
follows: — 

Municipal  Clinic,  Stanhope  Parade — Tuesday  and  Thursday 
mornings;  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoons. 
“Nook”  Hall,  Cleadon  Park— Wednesday  morning;  Tuesday 
and  Friday  afternoons. 

West  Harton  Methodist  Church  Hall — Wednesday  morning. 
Ingham  Street  Hall — Thursday  afternoon. 

Hudson  Street  Youth  Club — Friday  afternoon. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  at  these  Centres: — 


New  attenders  during  1951  .  1,661 

Total  number  of  attendances  .  25,415 

Number  of  sessions  held .  583 
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SECTION  25.— HOME  NURSING  SERVICE 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  South  Shields  and 
District  Nursing  Association:— 

Cases  on  books  at  1st  January,  1951  .  198 

New  cases — Medical  .  861 

Surgical  .  388 


1,249 

Visits  paid  by  nurses  . .  43,561 

Cases  remaining  on  books  at  31st  December,  1951  231 


% 
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SECTION  26.— VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 
Vaccination 

Of  the  1,940  births  occurring  in  1950  and  surviving  on  31st 
December,  1950 — 341  infants  (17.6%)  were  successfully  vaccinated 
by  the  31st  December,  1951. 

» 

Of  children  surviving  at  12  months  of  age: — 

From  1920  to  1929  . 43.1%  were  successfully 

vaccinated. 

From  1930  to  1939  . 38.8%  were  successfully 

vaccinated. 

From  1940  to  1948  (4th  July)  . 41.4%  were  successfully 

vaccinated. 

From  5th  July,  1948  to  end  of  1950  . 13.0%  were  successfully 

vaccinated. 

During  1951 — 560  vaccinations  (314  by  private  practitioners 
and  246  by  our  medical  officers)  and  178  re- vaccinations  (133  by 
private  practitioners  and  45  by  our  medical  officers)  were  carried 
out. 


Since  the  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  force  on  5th 
July,  1948,  certificates  of  successful  vaccination  as  under  have  been 
received: — 


Vaccinations. 

*1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Under  1  year  old  . 

102 

122 

287 

351 

One  year  old 

•  •  • 

.  *  * 

*  •  * 

25 

2  to  4  years  ^ 

14 

63 

75 

44 

5  to  14  years 

9 

16 

33 

45 

Over  15  vears  .. 

16 

30 

106 

95 

Total  Vaccinations 

141 

231 

501 

560 

Re  -  V  ACCIN  ATIONS . 

2  to  4  years 

— 

2 

6 

1 

5  to  14  years 

2 

8 

20 

11 

Over  15  years  . 

33 

46 

203 

166 

Total  Re-vaccinations 

35 

56 

229 

178 

*6  months  only. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation 

1,966  children  were  immunised  during  1951,  of  these  1,586  were 
immunised  by  medical  officers  of  the  Health  Department. 

In  addition  1,999  children  had  reinforcing  treatment.  It  was 
estimated  that  at  the  end  of  1951,  86%  of  the  school  children  in  the 
Borough  and  59%  of  children  under  5  years  of  age,  had  been  im¬ 
munised.  The  following  table  shows  the  state  of  immunisation  of 
South  Shields  children: — 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  (PRIMARY). 
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The  following  table  shows  the  annual  number  of  cases  of 
diphtheria  in  England  and  Wales  since  the  National  Immunisa¬ 
tion  Campaign  was  launched  in  1940,  and  the  number  of  deaths: — 


England  and  Wales 


Year 

Cases 

Deaths 

1940 

46,281 

2,480 

1941 

50,797 

2,641 

1942 

41,404 

1,827 

1943 

34,662 

1,371 

1944 

23,199 

934 

1945 

18,596 

722 

1946 

11,986 

472 

1947 

5,609 

244 

1948 

3,575 

156 

1949 

1,890 

84 

1950 

962 

49 

1951 

699 

34 

llie  following  table 

shows  the 

annual 

number  of  cases  oi 

diphtheria  in  South  Shields  and  the  number 

of  deaths  since 

mimunisation  began  here 

in  1938:— 

South  Shields 

Children 

Y  ear 

Cases 

Deaths 

Immunised 

1938 

598 

61 

4,755 

1939 

493 

44 

6,850 

1940 

187 

25 

1,704 

1941 

183 

25 

1,413 

1942 

201 

17 

3,908 

1943 

234 

18 

2,294 

1944 

178 

8 

1,806 

1945 

125 

7 

1,658 

1946 

11 

2 

1,589 

1947 

60 

2 

1,609 

1948 

50 

2 

1,817 

1949 

20 

2 

1,836 

1950 

5 

1 

1 ,529 

1951 

3 

None 

1,966 

None  of  the  patients  who  died 

from 

diphtheria  had  i)een 

immunised. 
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SECTION  27.— AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  work  of  the  Ambulance 
Service  during  1951: — 

By  By  Sitting 

(1)  Patients.  Ambulance  Case  Ca>rs 

Removals  to  or  from  addresses  in  South 

Shields  .  22,251  5,092 

Removals  to  or  from  addresses  outside 

South  Shields  .  2,247  651 


Total  patients  . 

24,498 

5,743 

(2)  Journeys. 

Journeys  with  patients  in  South  Shields 

5,892 

1,893 

Journeys  with  patients  outside  South 

Shields  . 

881 

450 

Accidents  and  Emergencies  . 

912 

— 

Infectious  Disease  cases  . 

331 

— 

Midwives  with  Analgesic  Apparatus 

1,164 

1,008 

Other  journeys  . 

471 

105 

Total  journevs  . 

9,651 

3,456 

(3)  Mileage. 

Mileage  in  South  Shields  . 

62,283 

19,604 

Mileage  outside  South  Shields  . 

28,373 

14,721 

Total  mileage  . 

90,656 

34,325 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  in  service  7  ambulances  and 
2  cars.  There  were  22  driver-attendants,  one  ambulance  superin¬ 
tendent  and  one  telephone  operator. 

The  cost  of  the  service  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1951,  was 
£14,293  Os.  Od.  Two  shillings  and  five  pence  per  mile. 
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SECTION  28.— PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND 

AFTER-CARE 

TUBERCULOSIS 

It  was  unnecessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925;  one  case  which  may 
have  been  compulsorily  removed  to  hospital  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  Section  172,  was  dealt  with  under  the  National 
Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951. 

% 

To  expedite  removal  of  these  cases  which  are  usually  of  an  urgent 
nature,  the  Public  Health  Committee  agreed  “That  the  Chairman 
and  Vice-Chairman  of  this  Committee  be  given  plenary  power  to 
authorise  (in  the  circumstances  set  forth  in  the  Act)  applications 
to  be  made  to  the  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  under  Section  172 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  removal  to  hospital  of 
infectious  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory 
tract.” 

Special  Housing  Scheme 

Sixty-four  houses  have  been  allocated  to  tuberculous  families 
in  the  past.  The  present  state  of  these  families  is  as  follows: — 20  of 
the  cases  have  died,  20  have  been  5  or  more  years  free  (disease 
arrested),  24  still  remain  as  active  cases.  The  Committee  therefore 
decided  to  allocate  a  further  11  houses.  Many  other  families  in  which 
there  is  a  case  of  tuberculosis  have  qualified  under  the  Council’s 
“points”  scheme  which  allows  6  extra  points  in  certain  cases  upon 
certificate  of  Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer,  and  in  all  there  are  384 
families  in  which  there  is  a  patient  suffering  from  the  disease  living 
in  houses  on  the  Council’s  housing  estates. 

Incidence  of  Tuberculosis 

No.  of  South  Shields  residents  on  the  tuberculosis 


notification  register  on  1st  January,  1951  1,088 

Cases  notified  during  1951  242 

Non-nolified  fatal  cases . 2 

Notified  posthumously  .  3 

Cases  re -admitted  to  register .  21 

“Inward”  Transfers  .  14 


1,370 


Cases  removed  from  register: — 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  or  other  disease  .  52 

Lett  the  town  . 4<) 
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Two  years  untraced  .  1 

Three  years  free  (non-respiratory)  .  38 

Five  years  free  (respiratory) .  104 

Wrong  diagnosis  or  notification  withdrawn  .  7 


251 


Number  of  cases 

on  register  at  end  of  1951 

.  1,119 

Males 

F  emales 

Total 

Respiratory 

524 

427 

951 

Non-respiratory 

.  73 

95 

168 

597 

522 

1,119 

There  was  an  increase  of  31  cases  on  the  register  on  the  31st 
December  as  compared  with  the  1st  January,  1951. 

Of  the  242  cases  notified  there  were: — 

Males  Females  Total 

Respiratory  . X .  108  98  206 

Non-respiratory  . .  13  23  36 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  ‘‘new  cases”  (including 
the  2  un-notified  and  3  notified  posthumously)  classified  according 
to  age. 


i 

Non- 

!  Respiratory 

respiratory 

Age  Group 

' - 

— 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year  . 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 -[-years  . 

4 

— 

2 

1 

2—4  years  . 

2 

4 

1 

1 

5 — 9  years  . 

6 

7 

3 

2 

10 — 14  years . 

4 

10 

2 

5 

15 — 19  years . 

7 

18 

— 

4 

20 — 24  years . . . 

9 

18 

; — 

3 

25 — 34  years . 

25 

25 

1 

6 

35 — 44  years . 

11 

6 

1 

1 

45 — ^54  years . 

17 

6 

2 

— 

55 — 64  years . 

20 

2 

— 

— 

65 — 74  years  . 

3 

■  M  „ 

1 

1 

75 -f  years . 

1 

2 

' 

— 

Total  . 

no 

100 

13 

24 

H4 


These  figures  include  6  Arabs.  5  of  whom  were  respiratory 


cases: — 

Males  aged  51,  50,  31  and  27  4 

Female  aged  47  .  1 

One  non-respirator y  case: — male  aged  69  1 


Total  .  6 


The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  or  ascertained 
during  each  of  the  past  10  years  is  as  follows: — 


1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1940 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Notified  : — 

Respiratory  . 

170 

190 

210 

177 

222 

105 

195 

188 

100 

200 

Non-respiratory  . 

95 

87 

82 

75 

54 

54 

45 

30 

35 

30 

Not  Notified  : — 

Respiratory  . 

9 

7 

9 

7 

8 

9 

8 

10 

1 

4 

Non-respiratory  . 

5 

5 

2 

7 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Total  . 

285 

289 

303 

200 

288 

229 

250 

230 

203 

247 

Attack-rate  . 

3.19 

3.30 

3.32 

2.84 

2.87 

2.25 

2.34 

2.18 

1.80 

2.31 

Cases  per  100  deaths 

218 

250 

291 

251 

280 

283 

309 

207 

303 

588 

During  1951,  247  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  in  the 
County  Borough,  44  more  than  in  1950.  Of  these  210  were  respira¬ 
tory  and  37  in  which  the  disease  affected  organs  other  than  the 
lungs.  The  attack  rate  was  2.31  per  1,000  of  the  population  (1.96* 
respiratory  and  0.35  non-respiratory).  Among  the  males  the 
attack  rate  was  1.15  and  among  females  1.16  per  1,000.  The 
respiratory  attack  rate  among  males  was  1.03  and  among  females 
0.93  while  the  non-respiratory  rate  was  0.12  among  males  and  0.23 
among  females. 

During  the  last  27  years  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  has  decreased 
considerably,  more  particularly  in  the  non-respiratory  form  of  the 
disease.  The  following  table  sets  out  the  average  number  of  new 
cases  and  the  attack  rate  in  five  year  periods  since  1925. 


New  Cases  in  Five-Year  periods 

(Average)  Attack  Rates  (Average) 


Is 
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AVERAGE  ANNUAL  CASES  OF  RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS  {in  Age  Groups),  192511951. 
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AGE  AND  SEX  OF  CASES  ON  NOTIFICATION  REGISTER  AS  ON 

31st  DECEMBER,  1951. 


Age 

Groups 

MALES 

FEMALES 

Total 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

respiratory 

0-  4  years 

12 

4 

13 

3 

32 

5-  9  years 

33 

11 

32 

9 

85 

10-14  years 

40 

16 

38 

12 

106 

15-19  years 

46 

8 

56 

13 

123 

20-24  years 

47 

7 

81 

13 

148 

25-29  years 

72 

7 

79 

15 

173 

30-34  years 

67 

4 

34 

10 

115 

35-39  years 

41 

3 

26 

8 

78 

40-44  years 

24 

2 

29 

2 

57 

45-49  years 

33 

4 

20 

3 

60 

50-54  years 

33 

1 

7 

1 

42 

55-59  years 

34 

4 

4 

2 

44 

60-64  years 

25 

2 

4 

1 

32 

65-69  years 

12 

— 

3 

1 

16 

70-74  years 

2 

— 

— 

1 

3 

75-79  years 

3 

— 

1 

1 

5 

80-84  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals . 

524 

1 

73 

427 

1 

95 

1119 

Mortality 

Tuberculosis  caused  42  deaths  during  1951.  38  respiratory  and 
4  non-respiratory.  This  represents  a  death  rate  of  0.39  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  compared  with  0.61  for  1950  and  is  the  lowest  death- 
rate  from  tuberculosis  recorded  in  the  town. 


The  death  rate  in  South  Shields  from  tuberculosis  during  the 
past  ten  years  was  as  follows: — 


1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Respiratory  . 

Non-respiratory  . 

1.15 

.31 

1.07 

.24 

0.97 

.17 

0.93 

.20 

0.86 

.17 

0.70 

.09 

0.68 

.07 

0.98 

.07 

0.55 

.06 

0.35 

0.04 

The  following  table  sets  out  a  comparison  of  the  death  rates  of 
the  country  as  a  whole,  for  all  forms  of  tuberculosis: — 


England  and  Wales  .  0.31 

126  large  towns  0.37 

148  smaller  towns  0.31 

London . 0.38 

South  Shields  .  0.39 
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The  following  table  shows  the  mortality  from  all  forms  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  during  the  last  27  years.  While  there  has  been  a  decrease 
in  the  total  death  rates,  the  rates  for  males  from  respiratory 
tuberculosis  has  remained  consistently  above  that  for  females. 


Quin- 


Death  Rates  (Average) 


Respiratory 


Non -respiratory 


Total 
(All  forms) 


cpienmum 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1925-29  . 

.68 

.66 

1.34 

.29 

.21 

.50 

.97 

.87 

1.84 

1930-34 

.72 

.60 

1.32 

.26 

.19 

.45 

.98 

.79 

1.77 

1935-39 

.55 

.38 

0.93 

.15 

.11 

.26 

.70 

.49 

1.19 

1940-44 

.66 

.47 

1.13 

.11 

.13 

.24 

.77 

.60 

1.37 

1945-49  . 

.52 

.31 

0.83 

.05 

.07 

.12 

.51 

.38 

0.95 

1950  . 

.36 

.19 

0.55 

.03 

.03 

.06 

.39 

.22 

0.61 

1951 . 

.23 

.12 

0.35 

.01 

.03 

.04 

.24 

.15 

0.39 

Residential  Institutional  Treatment 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  O.  W.  Marienfeld,  Chest  Physician,  for  the 
following  particulars  of  treatment: — 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  admissions  to  various 
residential  institutions  during  1949,  1950  and  1951. 


1949 

1950 

1951 

Cleadon  Park  Sanatorium . 

.  85 

92 

109 

Poole  Sanatorium 

.  66 

78 

50 

Other  Sanatoria  . 

.  10 

11 

19 

Ingham  Infirmary  . 

43 

39 

28 

General  Hospital 

192 

183 

189 

The  total  number  of  individual  patients 

treated 

in  these 

institutions  during  1951  was  334; 

a  few  have  been  under  treatment 

at  more  than  one  institution. 

The  average  number  of  beds  occupied  daily  during  1951,  by 
tuberculous  patients  was  148  in  all  these  institutions  as  under: — 


Men.  Women.  Children. 

Respiratory  .  62  55  16 

Non-respiratory  .  3  2  10 


including  an  average  of  6  ex-service  pensioners  (all  males).  During 
1951  there  were  25  names  on  the  waiting  list  for  surgical  treatment 
at  Poole  Sanatorium, 
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Treatment  at  the  Chest  Clinic 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Cases  seen  bv  the  Chest  Physician 

9,005 

9,360 

9,018 

No.  of  new  examinations  . 

1,464 

1,624 

1,512 

No.  of  contacts  examined  . 

575 

388 

515 

Percentage  of  contacts  which  proved  to 

be  tuberculous  . 

6.2% 

4.4.% 

6.8 

X-ray  examinations  (screens) 

6,616 

7,011 

6,771 

X-ray  films*  . 

1,226 

1,574 

1,427 

Tomograms  (patients)*  . 

28 

26 

7 

Tuberculin  Tests 

738 

743 

601 

Blood  sedimentation  rate  . 

1,297 

1,334 

1,386 

Sputum  examinations*  . 

2,152 

2,229 

2,575 

N^o.  of  visits  by  Health  Visitors  to 

tuberculous  patients  . 

4,934 

3,969 

4,423 

*  at  the  General  Hospital. 


There  were  9,959  attendances  at  the  Chest  Clinic  during  1951, 
941  of  these  were  for  intermediate  treatment. 


Collapse  Therapy 

Artificial  pneumothorax  inductions  19 

Pneumoperitoneum  inductions .  11 

Division  of  adhesions .  10 

Phrenic  operations  .  10 

Bronchoscopies  . 37 

Thoracoplasty .  45 

Excision  . .  3 


Domiciliary  Treatment 

Nineteen  patients  were  supplied  with  one  pint  of  milk  daily, 
amounting  in  all  to  713  gallons. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  • 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  beginning  was  made  in  the  vaccina 
tion  of  children  against  tuberculosis.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  12 
children  had  received  injections  of  B.C.G.  vaccine. 

Mass  Radiography 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  J.  Reginald  Beal,  Medical  Director  of  Mass 
Radiography  Unit  No.  2  for-  the  following  details. 
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unit  operated  in  the  South  Shields  clinic  area  for  eleven 
weeks  during  1951. 

9,415  miniature  films  were  taken,  the  weekly  average  being  856 
examinees. 

The  number  of  active  cases  of  tuberculosis  found  was  33  males 
and  25  females,  equivalent  to  a  percentage  of  0.66  and  0.55  respect¬ 
ively.  Of  these  17  males  and  15  females  were  residents  of  South 
Shields. 

In  addition  81  cases  of  dust  disease  were  found  and  eight  cases 
of  suspected  malignant  disease  of  the  lung  (seven  male  and  one 
female). 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 

Since  July  5th,  1948,  the  clinic  building  and  staff  were  transferred 
to  the  South  Shields  District  Hospital  Management  Committee. 


The  following  table  shows  in  detail  the  cases  dealt  with  at  the 
South  Shields  centre  for  the  first  time  during  each  of  the  past  ten 
years. 


1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Syphilis  . 

237 

255 

205 

185 

157 

153 

171 

122 

93 

42 

Gonorrhoea  . 

234 

266 

237 

269 

298 

259 

233 

166 

160 

88 

Other  conditions  . 

362 

460 

450 

406 

542 

505 

486 

544 

490 

360 

Total  . 

833 

981 

892 

860 

997 

917 

890 

832 

743 

490 

The  cases  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  include  the  following 
numbers  of  patients  who  were  known  to  have  had  treatment  for 
the  same  infection  at  other  centres,  in  Service  Hospitals  or  by 
general  practitioners  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  under 
Circular  2226: — 


1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Syphilis  . 

102 

98 

66 

83 

76 

72 

88 

60 

46 

39 

Gonorrhoea  . 

23 

15 

7 

31 

71 

33 

38 

23 

29 

14 

Other  conditions  . 

17 

15 

2 

10 

8 

17 

36 

14 

6 

Total  . 

142 

128 

73 

116 

157 

113 

143 

119 

89 

59 

The  following  table  shows  the  attendances  at  the  South  Shields 
centre  during  the  past  K)  years. 


Year 

Total 

Male 

Female 

1942  . 

12,514 

7,824 

4,690 

1943  . 

16,361 

9,192 

7,169 

1944  . 

17,552 

9,021 

8,531 

1945  . 

15,217 

7,542 

7,675 

1946  . 

14,155 

6,804 

7,351 

1947  . 

11,211 

5,725 

5,486 

1948 

10,463 

5,487 

4,976 

1949 

8,746 

4,534 

4,212 

1950 

8,078 

4,192 

3,886 

1951 

.  7,266 

3,530 

3,736 
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Total  cases  treated  at  the  South  Shields  centre  during  1951, 
including  cases  who  had  continued  treatment  from  1950: — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Syphilis  . 

175 

104 

279 

Gonorrhoea  . 

135 

12 

147 

Other  conditions 

373 

42 

415 

Disposal  of  Cases 


Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Other 

Conditions 

M. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Ceased  attendance  : 

(a)  Before  completion  of 
treatment  . 

19 

12 

3 

(b)  After  completion  of 
treatment,  but  before 
final  tests  of  cure . 

Transferred  to  other  centres 
or  to  private  practitioners 

45 

5 

34 

Discharged  after  completion 
of  treatment  and  final  tests 
of  cure  . 

27 

14 

73 

8 

332 

41 

Died  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

Under  treatment  on  31st 
December,  1951  . 

84 

73 

25 

4 

41 

1 

Non-residents  were  treated  at  the  centre  from  25  countries  other 
than  England  and  Wales  and  from  9  administrative  counties  and 
13  County  Boroughs  as  well  as  a  number  of  Displaced  Persons  and 
members  of  H.M.  Forces. 


South  Shields 

Cases  treated  at 

other  centres 

Other 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Con- 

Total 

ditions 

Cases 

Newcastle 

.  4 

9 

23 

3b 

Sunderland  . 

.  2 

2 

o 

9 

Grimsby 

.  — 

— 

4 

4 

Total . 

6 

11 

32 

49 
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SECTION  51. -^MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Full  details  of  the  scheme  for  Mental  Health  are  set  out  in  my 
annual  report  for  1948. 

There  are  three  duly  authorised  officers.  The  majority  of 
persons  suffering  from  mental  illness  in  various  forms  pass  through 
the  hands  of  these  officers,  who  maintain  direct  contact  with  the 
patient  in  his  home  and  do  everything  possible  to  alleviate  the 
distress  of  both  patient  and  relative.  They  handle  all  kinds  of 
problems  which  in  some  cases  have  contributed  to  the  mental 
illness,  and  in  this  respect  an  advisory  service  is  maintained. 
Friendly  care  and  after-care  visits  are  made,  and  patients  and 
relatives  often  call  at  the  officers’  private  residence  for  help  and 
advice. 

The  National  Association  for  Mental  Health,  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  duly  authorised  officers,  assisted  in  the  work  in  connection 
with  the  care  and  after-care  of  persons  suffering  from  mental 
illness,  and  periodical  reports  were  submitted  on  the  cases  dealt  with 
by  the  Association’s  Mental  Health  Workers.  This  arrangement 
ceased  on  30th  September  and  such  cases  are  now  dealt  with  through¬ 
out  by  the  duly  authorised  officers. 

The  supervision  of  Mental  Defectives  under  Statutory  and  Volun¬ 
tary  Supervision  or  on  licence  is  carried  out  by  the  duly  authorised 
officers,  who  make  regular  home  visits  and  obtain  appropriate 
reports,  giving  help  and  advice  on  social  and  personal  problems 
and  taking  necessary  action  in  cases  where  institutional  care  is 
indicated.  Home  circumstances  reports  are  also  obtained  in  respect 
of  defectives  in  institutions  {a)  on  the  occasion  of  statutory  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  Order  of  detention,  and  {h)  in  connection  with 
applications  for  the  grant  of  leave  of  absence. 

A  clinic  is  held  once  a  month  by  the  mental  specialist  from 
Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital,  to  whom  cases  are  referred  for 
admission  to  hospital. 

The  Child  Guidance  Clinic  at  Sunderland  undertakes  the  examina 
tion,  diagnosis  and  sometimes  treatment  of  maladjusted  and 
subnormal  children  from  South  Shields. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  classification  of  mental  cases 
during  1951  (M.H.S.  18): — 


MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS,  1913-1938 


During  1951 


Total  as  at 
1st  Jan.,  1952 


1 .  Particular.^  of  ra.se.s  reported  d-urincj 

1951  : 

[a)  Cases  reported  by  Local  Pldu- 
cation  Authorities  (Section  57, 
Education  Act,  1944)  : — 

(i)  Lender  Section  57  (3)  . 

(ii)  Under  Section  57  (5)  : — 

On  leaving  special  schools 
On  leaving  ordinary 
schools  . 

[b)  Cases  referred  by  the  Police  or 

l)y  the  Courts  under  Section 
S  (1)  (a)  (or  as  a  result  of  other 
action  by  the  Courts)  . 

[c)  Other  defectives  reported  dur¬ 
ing  1951 

(i)  found  “subject  to  be 

dealt  with”  . 

(ii)  not  at  present  “sub¬ 
ject  to  be  dealt  with”  . 

Total  number  of  cases  reported  during 
year  . 

2.  Disposal  of  cases  : 

{a)  those  found  “subject  to  be 
dealt  with”  : — 

(i)  Placed  under  Statutory 
Supervision  . 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardian¬ 
ship  . 

(iii)  Taken  to  “Places  of 

Safety”  . 

(iv)  Admitted  to  Institutions 

(v)  Died  or  removed  from 

area  . 

(vi)  Action  not  yet  taken . 

(6)  those  not  at  present  “subject 
to  be  dealt  with”  : — 

(i)  Placed  under  Voluntary 

Supervision  . 

(ii)  Later  found  not  to  be 

defective  . 

(iii)  Died  or  removed  from 

area  . 

(iv)  Action  unnecessary  . 

(v)  Action  not  yet  taken . 
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Total  of  Item  2 


During  1951 


Total  as  at 

1st  Jan.,  1952 


Under  Aged  16 
age  16  &  over 


Under  Aged  16 
age  16  &  over 


3. 


Classification  of  defectives  in  the 
Community  on  1.1.52  : 

(а)  Cases  included  in  item  2  {a)  (i) 
to  (iii)  above  in  need  of  insti¬ 
tutional  care  : — 

(1)  In  urgent  need  of  institu¬ 
tional  care  : — 

(i)  cot  and  chair  cases.  .. 

(ii)  ambulant  low  grade 

cases  . 

(iii)  medium  grade  cases 

(iv)  high  grade  cases  . 

(2)  Not  in  urgent  need  of 
institutional  care  : — 

(i)  cot  and  chair  cases.  . 

(ii)  ambulant  low  grade 

cases  . 

(iii)  medium  grade  cases. ... 

(iv)  high  grade  cases  . 

Total  of  item  3  . 

(б)  Of  the  cases  included  in  item 
3  {a)  overleaf,  number  in  need 
of  institutional  care  only  be¬ 
cause  of  poor  environment  : — 

(i)  medium  grade  cases  . 

(ii)  high  grade  cases  . 


(c)  Of  the  cases  included  in  items 
2  {a)  (i)  and  (ii)  and  2  (6)  (i) 
overleaf,  number  considered 
suitable  for  : — 

(i)  occupation  centre  . 

(ii)  industrial  centre . 

(iii)  home  training  . 

Total  of  item  3  (c)  . 

(d)  Number  of  cases  receiving 
training  on  1.1.52  : — 

(i)  in  occupation  centre  . 

(ii)  in  industrial  centre  . 

(hi)  at  home  . 


Total  of  item  3  (d) 


4.  Number  of  Mental  Defectives  who  were  in  Institutions,  under  Comm  unitv 

'  «/ 

Care  (including  Voluntary  Supervision)  or  in  “Places  of  Safety”  on  1st 
January,  1951,  who  have  ceased  to  be  under  any  of  these  forms  of  care 
during  1951. 

M.  F.  T. 

{a)  Ceased  to  be  under  care  .  -  -  - 

(6)  Died,  removed  from  area,  or  lost  sight  of .  2  1  3 


Total  .  2  13 


5.  Of  the  total  number  of  mental  defectives  under  Supervision  or  Guardian¬ 
ship  or  no  longer  imder  care. 

(a)  Number  who  have  given  birth  to  children  while  un¬ 


married  during  1951 .  1 

Males  Females 

(b)  Number  who  have  married  during  1951 .  nil  nil 


Under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  1890-1930,  by  duly  authorised  officers. 


97 


l! 


Total  Male  Patients .  138 

Total  Female  Patients .  135 
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SICK  ROOM  REQUISITES 

455  articles  from  the  loan  cupboards  were  lent  during  the  year, 


as  follows: — 

Public 

Health 

Voluntary 

Total 

Bed  pans  . 

Department 

85 

Association 

52 

137 

Air  cushions  . 

67 

25 

92 

Invalid  chairs  . 

1 

49 

50 

Rubber  sheets . 

65 

1 

66 

Bed  rests  . 

49 

— 

49 

Crutches  . 

— 

18  prs. 

18 

Urinals  . . 

17 

8 

25 

Air  beds  . 

1 

7 

8 

Cradles  (Orthopaedic) 

4 

— 

4 

Feeding  cups  . 

— 

2 

2 

Spinal  carriage  . 

1 

— 

1 

Other  articles 

— 

3 

3 

Total . 

290 

165 

455 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948.— SECTION  47 

Under  this  section  provision  is  made  for  “securing  the  necessary 
care  and  attention  for  persons  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease 
or,  being  aged,  infirm  or  physically  incapacitated,  are  living  in 
insanitary  conditions  and  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and 
are  not  receiving  from  other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention.” 

No  cases  were  actually  dealt  with  under  this  Section  during  the 
year.  Two  old  persons  aged  68  and  76  were  persuaded  to  accept 
Part  III  accommodation  voluntarily. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (Amendment)  ACT,  1951 

One  case — an  Arab,  aged  53 — was  removed  to  hospital  under 
this  Act. 

Special  Medical  Examinations 

278  special  medical  examinations  were  carried  out  by  the  medic  a 
staff  of  the  department  for  South  Shields  Corporation  employees: — 

266  for  Superannuation  purposes  and 
12  for  the  N.J.I.C.  Sickness  Pay  Scheme, 
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